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PREFACE. 



I HAVE been requested to intro- 
duce the following " Occasional 
Thoughts on Select Texts of Scrip- 
ture," of my late friend Dr. Good, 
by a short Preface. They do not 
indeed need such an introduction, 
because whatever has proceeded 
from the pen of this eminent man 
and distinguished scholar, must, 
from the weight and authority of 
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his own name, find a ready access 
to the public. Still, as I should be 
unwilling to decline any request of 
the friends of one whom I so greatly 
respected and valued, I readily con- 
cur with their wishes; and beg 
leave to assure the readers of this 
little volume, that if it strike them, 
on its perusal, as it has me, they 
will be very thankful to the friends 
of Dr. Good for putting it into their 
hands. 

The " Thoughts" seem to have 
been chiefly suggested by discourses 
which he heard from the pulpit. I 
conjecture this, from the fact of his 
having followed his own thoughts 
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on a few texts^ from which I had 
myself preached during the time of 
my holding the chapel of St. John's, 
where he regularly attended di- 
vine service. , I say, *' his own 
thoughts;^ for though there are 
incidental resemblances, sufficient to 
point out a common origin, the re- 
flections upon these texts, as well as 
their treatment, are peculiarly his 
own, and seem to haye arisen from 
the strong impression of some par- 
ticular idea forced upon his mind, 
either by the text itself, or some 
remark of the preacher. 

The reader will, I think, be 
struck with the spirituality and 
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unction of many of these little 
essays. He will perceive that the 
mind of the writer was under a 
holy influence^ and that it was 
this alone which gave them birth. 
There appears to be in them no- 
thing studied or premeditated. The 
Thoughts flow spontaneously, and 
are expressed in that easy and per- 
spicuous language which was pecu- 
liar to Dr. Good ; and yet, at times, 
they are adorned with those figures 
and illustrations which his fertile 
imagination always presented, when 
his subject required them. There 
is, indeed, occasionally, somewhat 
of redundancy of ornament; and, 
now and then, I was tempted to 
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make a retrenchment; but I for- 
bore, on the consideration, that if 
he had himself published them, they 
would have appeared almost en- 
tirely in their present form: and I 
felt unwilling to place either my 
own taste or judgment in opposition 
to those of my friend. 

I cannot conclude these few re- 
marks, without expressing my 
thankfulness that Dr. Good has 
presented the world with another 
proof, that incessant occupation 
need not preclude, nor even cur- 
tail the proper seasons for devotion : 
that extraordinary talent, and lite- 
rature do not unfit the mind for spi- 
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ritual exercises, and much less lead 
to a contempt or neglect of sacred 
contemplations : that just views of 

« 

the gospel, under the direction of a 
sanctified heart, invariably lead the 
learned, as well as the illiterate, to 
the same simple reliance on the 
merits of the Saviour for accept- 
ance with God, — to seek the same 
aids of the Divine Spirit, — and to 
derive hope, and support, and com^- 
fort, from the same wells of salvation ; 
and, finally, that not even a profes- 
sion which^ more than any other, 
has been supposed (with what jus- 
tice I do not enquire) to lead to 
scepticism, has any necessary con- 
nexion with infidelity. 



PREFACE, IX 

I have only to add^ that the prin- 
ciples from which these '* Though ts'' 
originated, guided Dr. Good through 
the latter stages of his life; sus- 
tained and comforted him in the 
last of them; and doubtless pre- 
pared the way for his enjoyment 
of the everlasting rest. And it is 
the fixed opinion of the writer of 
these lines, that if the reader would 
enjoy the same blessings, he must 
have recourse to the same princi- 
ples. 

CHARLES JERRAM. 

Ckobham House, 1828. 
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OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 



I. 

The way everlasting. 
Ps. cxxxix; 24. 

This is the only way that can be 
worth the pursuit of an immortal 
being: a way that may hold on 
with him through his entire career, 
and not stop short and deceive him 
in the middle of his course. 

Now of all the ways, and they 
are innumerable, which the world 
has to offer us, which of them is 

B 
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there that can boa^t of this momen- 
tous and indispensable requisition ? 
which of them caot style itself a 
WAY EVERLASTING ? Instead of 
being everlasting, there is not one 
of them that can engage to accom- 
pany us through the present life ; 
some of them not through a twelve- 
month of it : while by far the greater 
number fail as soon as we enter 
upon them ; and prove their vanity 
at the very outset. 

It is therefore a very subordinate 
enquiry, what are the kinds of plea- 
sure that any of them have to offer ? 
nor is it of much more importance to 
be informed whether they can. make 
good their pretensions, which^ after 
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all, few, if any of them^ are able to 
do. For, admitting they can realize 
what they hold out to us, our mor- 
tification must only be the greater, 
when we find that the crop of firuition 
is exhausted, the season of enjoy- 
ment at an end, and that there is no 
new harvest to succeed to it. 

What we want, and without 
which we should never be satisfied 
is that which the Psalmist here 

« 

longs for — A WAY everlasting ; 
a something that shall run the whole 
race of the soul, and keep up with 
its illimitable duration. Can am- 
bition give us any thing of this 
kind? Every one who looki? an inch 
around his own person must say — 

b2 
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No ! The man who treads in this 
way, seldom indeed holds on so 
far as even the way itself lies open ; 
worn out by the hectic that con- 
sumes his enfevered frame ; or cut 
down^in the midst of his hey-day, by 
some fatal mischance that he did not 
calculate upon. Yet, let him reach 
the goal — let him be crowned with 
the guerdon he has sighed for, and 
which his sweat and his labour have 
more than merited, are the laurels, 
indeed, perennial ? Has he, in re- 
ality, acquired the precise object he 
has been in pursuit of? Let the 
Alexanders, the Caesars, the Charle- 
magnes, the Cromwells, the Buona- 
partes of the world, answer the 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 5 

question. Instead of a wat ever- 
lasting, they have only acquired a 

" Monumentum oere perennius," — 

a pyramid more lasting than brass : 
and their only real guerdon is a hic 
JACET on a marble tablet. This is 
all we know of them on this side 
the grave, and there have been but 
few of their companions here who 
would wish to be companions with 
them beyond it. 

But the ways of the world are in- 
numerable, and this is only one of 
them. There is the way of wealth ; 
the way of POMP and ostentation; 
the way of popular applause ; 
the way of gallantry ; the way 
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of oluttont; the way of indo- 
lent R£POS£ ; and the way of wit 
•and LEARNING, These, too, have 
their respective attractions. Over 
their portals are engraven the most 
alluring mottos, the most specious 
promises ; like the phylacteries 
over the shoulders and foreheads of 
the Pharisees of old : and^ like them 
too, making an open mock of those 
who placed them there. 

I do not mean to say that they 
are all exactly upon a level ; equally 
hollow and deceitful ; and alike 
unworthy the pursuit of an immor- 
tal spirit. But take the best of 
them — ^the way of sound, illumin- 
ating science ; that which unfolds 
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to us the beautiful order of na- 
ture, and the adumantme roek of 
moral obligations. It aceompanies 
us only to the end of ithe preseift 
life/and vanishes at ithe very poiat 
where we -stand most in need of a 
guiding clue. It leads us to the 
grave-^but it leads us no .further; 
and its end, like that of alttiie 1*6$!, 
is destruction. Tim, in itruth, is 
the iron that entered into ithe soul 
of the^best and^the iwisestsages^ of 
antiquity y when engaged in the mo^ 
mentous enquiry before us. t They 
had their hopesand their surmise^, 
but they had nothing more. The 
strongest part of the Epicurean phi-^ 
losophy, is that which points put 
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the unsatisfactory nature of all those 
arguments which mere reason - is 
able to offer in favour of a future 
state. And hence he, who appa- 
rently knew them all, (for they are 
of very ancient rise, and, for the 
most part, only reached Greece 
from the east,) is fully j ustified in 
asserting that '' in much wisdom is 
much grief; and he that increaseth 
knowledge increaseth sorrow," ^ 
" Life and immortality are brought 
to light (alone) by the Gospel/'* 
This is a doctrine that cannot be 
too strongly insisted upon : for^ 



1 Ecclesiastes i. 18. 

2 2 Timothy i. 10. 



I 
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though it is not the only, nor even 
the chief doctrine the Gospel com- 
municates, it is that without which 
every other would be but of little 
importance. 

The only way everlasting, 
then, that we can ever know, if we 
except that of everlasting destruc- 
tion, and consequently the only way 
that is fitted to the nature of an 
immortal soul, is the way of re- 
ligion, and of religion as expressly 
revealed to us by God himself : and 
it is a way not more distinguished 
by this peculiar attribute of per- 
petuity, than by every other that it 
possesses. 

Instead of captivating by the 

b5 
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magnificence or decoration of its 
vestibule, and the beauty of its 
opening scenery, nothing can be 
more staggering or repulsive: 
^' Strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it/* * Its 
ensign is a Cross ; and the discipline 
it demands of every one who enters 
it, is a course of mortification at his 
commencement, and a life of hu- 
mility through his whole career. 
But equally different from every 
other path in which we can possi- 
bly tread, it widens and brightens 
and grows delightful as we proceed ; 
and gives at length to the astonish- 

' Matthew Tii. 14. 
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ed reye *everyi charm* of real worth, 
every unmingled beauty of scene, 
in rich and' concentrated profusion, 
(which every other path makes an 
empty boast of^) and ^v^ them in 
perpetuity ; for deatb itself is . not 
allowed to destroy the ecstatic 
prospect. The dark valley of the 
shadow of* death must, indeed, be 
passed through; 'but the beams of 
the Sun of Righteousness will soon 
illume it, and display, beyond its 
beclouded vista^ itfae path of life 
still spreading, ''die fulness of joy 
that is in G^d's presence^ the plea- 
sures that are at his right hand for 

EVERMORE."* 

^ Psalm XYl. 11. 
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It is this last part of the descrip- 
tion that gives the finishing stroke 
to the whole, and forms the sum of 
the happiness of heaven : the way 
that it displays to us, is a way 
EVERLASTING. Were it not so, 
indeed, it would be heaven no 
longer. The single thought that 
the joys of the blest above could 
have a close^ would give a sting to 
every delight, and raise a sigh in 
the midst of every hallelujah. And 
it is on this point, therefore, that 
the holy Psalmist concentrates his 
attention in the passage before us : 
with this he concludes his supplica- 
tion, overlooking all the rest, as 
though swallowed up in the grand 
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and momentous idea of perpetuity, 
and totally inadequate to the vast 
grasp of his aspirations without it — 

O, LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVER- 
LASTING ! 



II. 

And Enoch walked with God. 
Genesis v. 24. 

This is the only walk in which we 
can never go astray ; and happy he 
who, amidst the innumerable paths 
by which he is surrounded^ is led 
to the proper track. To walk with 
God, we must take heed to every 
step of his providence and his 
grace ; we must have a holy fear of 
not keeping close to him, though 
he will never leave us if we do not 
leave him. We must maintain a 
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sacred communion with him^ and 
have our conversatioa in; heaven ra*^ 
ther liianon earth ; wemustbe perpe- 
tually receding from the world, and 
withdrawing from its attachments. 
We must feel our hearts glow with 
a greater degree of love to him, and 
by the influence of his holy Spirit 
upon our affections, become gra- 
dually more assimilated to the di- 
vine nature. We must take his 
word for our directory, his promises 
for our food, and his blessed Son 
for our sole reliance, making the 
foot of the cross our only resting- 
place. 

If we thus walk with God through 
the wilderness of life, he will walk 



16 OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 

with US when we reach the dark 
valley of the shadow of death ; and 
though we cannot hope for the same 
translation as Enoch, still like him 

we shall not be, because God hath 
taken us. 



"I, 

r 

Behold heprayeth. 
Acts ix. 11. 

Every contrite sigh is the first note 
in the scale of praise ; and he who 
utters it is training for the harmony 
of heaven. Every aspiration is an 
offering of incense, and shall verily 
ascend ^ with acceptance. Every 
prayer is a winged messenger to 
the God of love ; pleading with holy 
violence before the throne of grace ; 
and saying, in the earnest and 
fearless language of Jacob,^ " I will 

1 Gen. xxxii. 26. 
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not let thee go except thou bless 
me." This is a violence which de- 
votion excites, and which our divine 
Master encourages. In this way is 
It, that the kingdom of heaven 
suflTereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force; but a force and a 
violence ! oh ! how widely different 
from the force and the violence, tike 
uproar and the outrage of this 
world. He only can be actuated 
by the first, who hath sworn an ir- 
reconcileable enmity to the last. 



IV. 

My kingdom is not of this world. 
John xviii. 36. 

The world cannot exist vathout 
moral order ; the first principles of 
which are written in the heart, and 
become a law of themselves unto 
those who are without the know- 
ledge of a revealed law/ And 
hence it has been a great aim of 
every revealed dispensation to coin- 
cide with, and give all possible 
support to this natural and most 
wholesome impression. Now the 

^ Rom. ii. 14. 
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ordinary effect of this law of moral 

order is to render a man respected 

and happy, whatever may be his 

station in life; and so far the 

maxims of the world concur with 

those of religion: for the man of 

piety is, by his very tenets, obliged 

' to act up to the spirit of this law, 

and must necessarily participate in 

its general advantages. And as 

the moralist commonly finds that 

" honesty is the best policy," so 

. the Christian ascertains, upon the 

same scale« even in respect to ex- 

ternal concerns, that " the ways of 

wisdom are ways of pleasantness, 

and all her paths are peace ;"^ that 

8 Proverbs iii. 22. 
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" godliness is profitable unto all 
things; having . promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to 

come." ' 

On this middle ground the two 
systems touch; but beyond this, 
there is little or no connexion on 
either side. *' My kingdom," said 
our Saviour, " is not of this world." 
And it is wonderful to behold how 
much the general providence, as 
well as the special interpoisition of 
God has, at aU times, been labour- 
ing to fix this important doctrine in 
our bosoms; and to show us how 
little worldly power, or worldly ta- 
lents, or -worldly influence of any 

3 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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kind, have availed to. props^ate or 
uphold religion; to introduce it into 
the heart or to keep it there. The 
brightest and most heroic times for 
the Church have generally been 
those of persecution; the darkest 
and most disgraceful, those in 
which the arm of secular power has 
thrust forward its impotent and un- 
hallowed efforts in her behalf, and 
compelled mankind to become pro- 
selytes to the faith* 

What has the mightiest and most 
pompous crusade ever achieved in 
favour of that very cross, whose 
cause it so wantonly undertook; 
and under whose banners, conse-^ 
crated, indeed, by the oil of mis- 
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taken or arrogant hierophants, but 
never by the unction of the eternal 
spirit, the confederate armies of 
Europe have marched forward 
against the painim foe with en- 
thusiasm? What single spot on 
the whole map of the globe, can we 
select as a trophy of its triumphant 
career, as an extension of the 
boundary-line of Christendom? 
Where have such exploits ever suc- 
ceeded Jn permanently planting a 
churchy or rescuing a single village 
from the thraldom of superstition 
or infidelity? Or where, indeed^ 
have they ever been crowned with 
the success that might have been 
reasonably expected on every other 



24 OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 

V 

occasion; and which has accom- 
panied the sword of other powers, 
when drawn for the spread of false 
religions? Where Bramah now 
lords it, with almost undisputed 
» sway, from the Ganges to the In- 
dus, there is little doubt that the 
faith of Budha was once the reign- 
ing superstition; and the rich and 
variegated regions of Egypt, Persia, 
Arabia, and Europe, the plundered 
and subjugated patriarchate of the 
East, the oppressive suflFerings of 
the Archipelago, still attest, in a 
long train of triumphs, the proud 
harvests of the Crescent. 

Whence this extraordinary differ- 
ence? this contrast so irreconcile- 
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able with the natural order of 
things, and the result of moral cal- 
culation? The words of our adora- 
ble Saviour alone solve the mys- 
tery : " My kingdom is not of this 
world," (else) "would my servants 
fight." 

What have the wealth, or the 
splendour,, or the talents of the 
world ever accomplished in favour 
of genuine religion? or what are 
they accomplishing at this moment? 
If we turn to the magnificent bio- 
graphies of those who are already 
gone, to give an account of this 
momentous concern at the bar of 
the final judge ; or follow up their 
successors into the witty or the fa- 

c 
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shionable circles of our own day; 
how small is the aggregate of their 
contributions? A precious example 
of genuine piety, issuing from the 
one or the other of these sources, 
is occasionally to be traced in the 
horizon, illuminating the surround- 
ing opake with its refreshing lustre, 
as though to show, that such a me- 
teor is possible, while the general 
body seem spell-bound, for the 
purpose of verifying our Saviour^s 
declaration : " My kingdom is not 
of this world/' 

It was so in his own day, and it 
will be so to the end of time. 
What was the furniture of the first 
evangelists, and how were they ca- 
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parisoned for the combat? *' Pro- 
vide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass in your purses ; nor scrip for 
your journey; neither two coats, 
neither shoes, nor yet staves. 
Take no thought how or what ye 
shall speak; for it shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye 
shall speak." * 

And so it was from the beginning. 
When God led forth his people from 
Egypt, it was entirely a work of 
special providence. In the barren 
wilderness they multiplied as the 
stars in the firmament for number ; 
their clothes waxed not old upon 
them, nor were their shoes worn 

* Matt. X. 9, 10,19. 

c2 
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out by journeying; the heaven^ 
rained down food, and the flinty 
rock poured forth water. But 
chiefly was the great principle 
manifested, that *' the kingdom of 
God is not of this world," when 
they were on the point of entering 
the land of Canaan, and of mea- 
suring their strength with that fear- 
ful enemy, whose name alone had 
cowed the hearts of their fathers 
only forty years before, from the 
false representation that they were 
giants in stature,^ and defended by 
towns whose walls reached up to 
the heavens.^ The whole passage, 
as related in the book of Joshua, is 

« Num. xiii. 28. « Deut i. 28. 
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full of a simplicity and a majesty 
unrivalled in any other volume, and 
rarely equalled in the Bible itself. 
In the face of this formidable peo- 
ple, who, aware of their approach, 
and in league with every adjoining 
power, were drawn up in a line of 
defence ; they were commanded to 
march forward to the banks of the 
wide and impetuous Jordan, at that 
time overflowing its sides from the 
vernal floods of the neighbouring 
mountains, and to cross the river. 
The whole army was instantly in 
motion, prepared at all hazards to 
obey the call, though they had 
neither raft nor pontons, nor any 
other visible means of coping with 
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the stream. It was the voice of 
Jehovah that gave the word ; and in 
the power of Jehovah they put their 
trust. They were nobly resolved 
to do their utmost, and to leave the 
issue in the hands of the God of 
Israel. It was enough ; and those 
who act thus are always safe. We 
have no claim to expect the inter- 
position of Providence, if we do 
not make use of every exertion for 
ourselves; and then may be most 
sure of it, when we have been most 
unwearied in our eflForts. 

'^ The army of Israel, and the mul- 
titudes of the entire nation who 
were with them, their wives and 

7 Jo^ua iii. and iv. 
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their little ones, being thus prepared 
and full of expectation, were sud- 
denly ordered to halt; and to show 
how little God stands in need of 
human power and human prowess, 
and that the means of carrying for- 
ward his kingdom, are not of this 
world, the ark, by itself, is com- 
manded to take the lead, sustained 
on the shoulders of a few unarmed 
Levites alone, while the army and 
the people are forbidden to approach 
it, within the distance of half a 
mile- In this manner marched for- 
ward the procession ; the unarmed 
ark protecting the men of war, in- 
stead of the men of war protecting 
the unarmed ark. In this manner 
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was it, that the waters of the Jordan 
fled, like lambs, at the presence of 
the divine symbol; and the hostile 
country on the other side its banks 
was invaded, and fell prostrate be- 
fore its mighty and irresistible in- 
fluence. 

What a consolation does this 
subject oflFer every missionary un- 
dertaking of the present day, 
founded upon just principles, and 
simply actuated by a humble but 
zealous endeavour to extend the 
boundaries of that, kingdom which 
is not of this world. How fully 
doth it open to us the only path in 
which we are to tread, and the only 
armour we are to display. AH hu- 
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man means must be resorted to that 
lie within our reach, suggested by- 
prudence and sanctified by prayer. 
Yet even these are to be but auxili- 
aries, and kept in the back ground; 
while, as to the world, its wealth; 
and its talents are but little needed ; 
and its pomp and its dominion are 
the. worst allies we can engage on 
our behalf. Without *' the ark of 
the Lord, the Lord of all the earth,^® 
no enterprize can receive success ; 
but let this go before us, and suc- 
cess is certain, whatever difficulties 
may obstruct our way. " When 
thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee; and, through 

8 3osh. iii. 13. 

c6 
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the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee.^^ " Who art thou. Oh great 
mountain? before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain !"^° not by 
might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.'' ^^ 

This high tone of feeling, this 
truly evangelical spirit has, happily 
for us and for the entire globe, at 
length been seized, and is acting 
upon; and the promises of God are 
in every quarter maintaining their 
veracity. 

* 9 Isai. xliii. 2. «> Zech. iv. 7. 

" Ibid. 6. 



TTiis is the victory that overcometh the 
world y even our Paith. 

1 John v. 4. 

Faith and belief are equivalent 
terms in scripture^ as they are also 
in the schools: but the idea at- 
tached to them by the first is widely 
different from that which belongs to 
the second. While the logicians in- 
terpret faith o* belief as ** an assent 
of the nrind to the truth of ai pro- 
position subinitted to it/' t^nd stop 



J 
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short with this definition^ tlie scrip- 
tures uniformly import that it is an 
assent which, by the grace of the 
holy Spirit, puts the mind into ac- 
tion, and becomes operative upon 
all its powers. 

Faith, in this view, instead of 
being a passive and speculative, is 
an influential and energetic princi- 
ple. It rouses every faculty of the 
soul; it awakens its warmest pas- 
sions ; controls every thought, gives 
impulse to every pulse ; and not only 
urges a man into motion, but keeps 
him so. 

Such were its effects upon all 
who believed in our Saviour's time; 
and which alone, indeed, called 
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forth his miracles in their behalf. It 
was not by sitting at home with 
a cold admission of his power, nor 
even by a formal ejaculation of '* O 
son of David have mercy upon 
me!"^ that his heart was moved 
with compassion in any case. It 
was only by seeking him out and 
finding him ; by coming into his 
immediate presence; by abandon- 
ing every other reliance ; by a con- 
sciousness of utter ruin without his 
interposition ; by a prostration of 
the heart as well as of the person ; 
by catching hold of the hem of his 
garment; by a persevering outcry 
to him for help amidst all the ob- 

1 Matt. ix. 27; xv. 22; xx. 30, 31. 
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structions and reproaches of the 
unfeeling crowd ; by a courageous 
expostulation when met by apparent 
repulses from himself, and a holy 
determination to take no denial,— 
that the deaf and the blind, the 
halt and the afflicted, were able 
to obtain an answer of peace. Our 
Saviour first put their faith to the 
test; he wished them to become 
sensible of their own maladies, and 
their absolute need of his assist- 
ance, and that without his help 
they were undone; — and then in- 
stantaneously followed the cheering 
words, " Be of good comfort, thy 
FAITH hath made thee whole."* 

* Luke viii. 48. 
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" Go thy way, and, as thou hast 
BELIEVED, so be it done unto to 
thee.''^ 

Now^ the faith which is demand* 
ed of us in the present day is of 
the same precise nature as that 
which was called for by Christ him- 
self while on earth. It is a faith 
that, by the grace of God, must 
lead us to the Redemer ; that must 
humble us before him ; that must fix 
our hopes on him, as all our salva- 
tion, and all our desire ; that must 
make an offering of our hearts at his 
altar ; that must urge us to give up 
every thing the world can oflFer, and 
that we ourselves hold most dear 

^ Mattviii. 13. 
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when it stands in competition with 
our duty ; that must prompt us to cut 
off a right hand, and to pluck out a 
right eye, and to sacrifice even life 
itself, rather than sacrifice the so- 
lemn vows we have taken upon our- 
selves. For ** what is a man pro- 
fited, if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul r* 

This, then, is the faith or belief 
demanded by the Bible; and to 
those who hear it not, it is of little 
consequence what other faith they 
may pretend to, or whether they 
are without belief altogether. And 

* Matt.xvi. 26. 
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yet how rare are the instances in 
which a faith of this kind is to 
be met with, even in countries 
where the Bible itself forms the 
professed standard of religion. How 
seldom does the assent rise above 
the freezing point of speculation, 
instead of producing any thing like 
summer heat and activity ! of real 
atheists, or men who do not assent 
to the truth of the scriptures in any 
way, there are not perhaps five 
hundred in the whole population of 
the British isles ; yet of the prodi- 
gious mass, the twenty or thirty 
millions who do assent, how few 
are there whose belief outruns the 
limited definition of the schools. 
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How few upon whose hearts and 
whose conduct it produces the least 
imaginable influence ! They assent 
to its doctrines, as they do to the 
arithmetical proposition that two 
and two make four. They prefer 
the name of Christians, because it 
gives them a higher rank in the 
scale of civilized life : and they go 
to church, and repeat the liturgy for 
the same reason. But how few jof 
them bring the doctrines or the 
prayers of the church home to their 
own consciences, or treat them as 
a matter of serious or personal con- 
cern ! The moment, indeed, an in* 
dividual is found to do this, — the 
moment he is perceived to be iu 
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earnest, — to awake from the sleep 
of those around him, and to unite, 
with the common and passive belief 
of the multitude, tha:t activity and 
ardour of mind, and that change of 
heart and life, which the scriptures 
presuppose, and which the import- 
ance of their doctrineis demands, he 
is immediately denounced as an 
enthusiast ; and laughed at as a 
dreamer, by all those whose eyes 
still continue shut, because his eyes 
are now, for the first time, opened. 
His life is contemplated as a sorry 
sort of existence ; his faculties as 
fettered and benumbed; his plea- 
sures as visionary; and his place 
in society as an incumbrance. 
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While HE only is regarded as hav- 
ing the world under his control, 
whose wealth enables him to buy 
all it has to offer ; or whose batta- 
lions, conquer it for him. 

What a strange perversion of lan- 
guage is this! what a distempered 
view of the things seen, that are 
temporal ! " This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even 
our faith." How much indeed is 
that man to be pitied, and to be 
pitied rather than scoffed at, who 
does not overcome the world ! the 
powers of whose mind are chained, 
down, and limited to the grovelling 
facts and events immediately before 
him! subjugated to the senses of 
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the body, and shrunk up and iso- 
lated in selfish and sinister views of 
his own being and happiness ! Yet 
such is the character, not of the 
man of faith, but of those who are 
here brought forward in contrast 
with him, and who divide the world's 
envy between them. Such is the 
man who is perpetually hunting 
after wealth; rising early, late 
taking rest, and eating the bread 
of carefulness. Such is the man 
of ambition, who is daily panting 
for that emptiest of all bubbles, 
the people's breath; who spends 
his life in a contest for earthly 
honours, or earthly crowns. It is 
these, and all like these, that are the 
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real objects of pity ; who, instead 
of obtaining a victory over the 
world; are themselves dragged at 
the world's chariot wheels. In- 
stead of being its lords, they are its 
slaves. The mighty chieftain, who 
leads his triumphant legions from 
kingdom to kingdom, does not con- 
quer the world, but only his own 

« 

kind : the worldhas his heart as much 
as ever ; and when he has spilt the 
blood of half his fellow-creatures and 
contemporaries, and flattered him- 
self that the globe is in his hands, 
it will still exact from him the same 
homage, and hold him in the same 
fetters. '^ This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even ovir 
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faith." This, and this alone. The 
man, who is actuated by the faith 

of the Bible, can fairly challenge 
the world. He is freed from its 
bondage : he has dared it to an open 
combat : and, treading in the foot- 
steps of the great captain of his 
salvation, has led captivity captive. 
'* Who is he that ov^rcometh the 
world but he that belie veth that 
Jesus is the son of God ? " * 

What control call the world have 
over him, who is living by faith, 
and not by sight ? — ^that faith which 
is the '' substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not 
seen?"^ who is alive to the great 

* John V. 5. ^ Heb. xi. I. 
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end for which he was created; gives 
the canvas to all his powers and ex- 
pectations ; cuts the cord that bound 
him to the ground, and soars with 
,eagle-flight into the heavens — ^from 
things temporal to things eternal ? 
who is panting for the praise of 
God, and not of man ; and aspiring 
after a diadem above, instead of 
grovelling, as in the mines of Mexi- 
co, for the gems and the glittering 
treasures of. the earth. 

Upon such a man the world has 
no hold ; or at least none that can 
draw him from his purpose. He 
may, indeed, "be troubled (and that) 
on every side, but he will not be dis- 
tressed ; perplexed, but he will not 
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be in despair ; persecuted, but he will 
not be forsaken, cast down ; but he 
will not be destroyed. "'^ He may bear 
about in his body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, "but the life also of 
Jesus will be made manifest in his 
mortal flesh."® He may even be 
stoned to death like St. Stephen ; 
but like St. Stephen, too, he will 
see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man standing oil the right 
hand of God, ready to receive his 
spirit.^ What a noble army of 
martyrs has St. Paul made a mus- 
ter of in his epistle to the He- 
brews! and how gloriously have 

T 2 Cor. iv. 8. » 2 Cor. iv. 10. 

9 Acts. vii. 56 — 59. 

D 
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their ranks been maintained ever 
since! heroes and heroines who 
" rejoiced in tribulation ; and were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, 
. that they might obtain a better re- 
surrection."^ 

The proof has been progressive : 
there are few ages but can boast of 

the same trial, and the same glori- 
ous result ; nor, till the consumma- 
tion of all things, will such a test 
ever be wanting. " This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith,^ — thanks be to 
God who giveth us the vic- 
tory, THROUGH OUR LoRD JeSUS 

Christ."' 

1 Heb. xi. 31 . « 1 John 5, 4. 3 i Cor. xv. 57. 



VI. 

Be of good cheer : it is I: be 7wt 

afraid. 

Matthew xiv. 27. 



We are perpetually hearing of the 
troubles and calamities of life ; and 
there is indeed reason enough for 
the complaint in every quarter. 
Where is the breeze that does not 
waft a sigh ? the sun that is not at 
times veiled in clouds ? the harvest 
that does not produce weeds and 

d2 



52 OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 

tares ? Where is the house without 
its mourning ? the city without its 
place of graves ? How constantly 
is congratulation exchanged for con- 
dolence; and the joyous peil for 
the knell of death ! Life is a series 
of griefs and harassments ; and we 
no sooner escape from one evil than 
we have to encounter another : and 
as the man is the daily sport of 
wayward facts, so is the mind of 
wayward fancies. As though we 
were not satisfied with the sorrows 
that actually lie in our way, we 
create visionary ones in our imagi- 
nation, or anticipate those that are 
approaching; and, descrying them 
through the mists of our own fears. 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 53 

give them a horror and gigantic 
gauntness that does not naturally 
belong to them. 

Now for all this, there is but one 
remedy; and^ thank God, that 
remedy is a specific ; it has stood 
the test of nearly two thousand 
years, and has never failed in a sin- 
gle / instance — it is, the repose of 
the Christian upon his Saviour^— a 
consciousness of his perpetual pre- 
sence and support : *' Be of good 
cheer : it is I : be not afraid.'' The 

Christian lays the entire score to 
the charge of sin. Man had no 
fear, no trouble of any kind, when 
in a state of innocence : and when 
he shall be removed from his pre- 



4 
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sent sinful condition^ he will be re- 
moved also from the sorrows and the 
perplexities that are indigenous to 
it. In heaven, the heart is happy 
because it is holy. There can be 
no tears where God is present ; no 
anxiety to mar the pleasures that 
are at his right hand for evermore. 
The harmony of the skies has no 
discord ; the song of the Lamb is 
all triumph. How can he be afraid 
who has for ever sat down by the 
side of the great Captain of his sal- 
vation, and whose banner waving 
over him is love ? 

This is one support on which 
the Christian relies in his passage 
through the wilderness of the pre- 
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sent world ; and it gives steadiness 
to his foot, and exhilaration to his 
cup. He confides in his Saviour as 
to the result. If his course be pain- 
ful, he knows it will be but short ; 
and he, hence, girds up the loins 
of his faith, and refreshes himself 
by foretastes of the future. 

But the Christian is not left to 
anticipation alone. He has another 
support, and of ineffable value, that 
applies to the time being; that 
softens the roughness, and miti- 
gates the stiiig of every evil he is 
actually encountering. He not only 
knows that he shall dwell with 
''him whom his soul loveth"^ here- 

1 Sol. Song i. 7. 
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after^ but that his beloved Saviour 
is pfersonally with him as his com- 
panion in every trial, and will arm 
him with strength according to his 
day. Our blessed Lord has no 
where told us that a profession of 
the gospel^ an assumption of his 
cross, will be a smooth and inviting 
course ; but only that its sufferings 
will be amply compensated, and 
that the balance of enjoyment will 
be infinitely in its favour in the long 
run. "The ways of wisdom are, 
indeed, ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace ;"^ but it is 
a pleasantness and a peace not 
of the world, but in spite of the 
world, and which the worldling 

« Proverbs iii. 17. 
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'' intermeddleth not with." ^ '' In 
the world," says our Lord, "ye 
shall have tribulation;* but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the 
world. And lo! I am with you 
alway, even to the end of the world.^ 
Be of good cheer, it is I, be not 
afraid." 

There is no one point our blessed 
Lord seems to have been more soli- 
citous to inculcate during his minis- 
try on earth, than a cordial reliance 
on the presence and special protec- 
tion of God, as an antidote against 
the troubles of life. It forms the 
subject of the first sermon his lips 
ever uttered, and it runs through 

. ' Prov. xiv. 10. * John xvi. 33. 

* Matt, xxviii. 20. 

p5 
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the whole of his dying address. 
** Take no thought for the morrow ; 
for the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof."^ — 
" Peace I leave with you ; my peace 
I give unto you. Not as the world 
giveth give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid."^ 

The first of these passages refers 
to the general providence of God, 
or that which, with infinite wisdom 
and goodness, controls the affairs 
of ordinary life. The second to his 
special providence, or the peculiar 
interposition of his grace in extra- 

6 Matt. vi. 34. 7 John xiv. 27. 
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ordinary emergencies. And both 
are the rich dowry of the Chris- 
tian. 

Why should he be troubled in 
thought about the fate of the mor- 
row, who knows that God, who 
is his God^ has taken thought 
for him beforehand ; and has given 
commission to the morrow to pro- 
vide for itself? Its sun will surely 
shine, its bread and water will 
surely be made good ; and, even in 
the midst of all its evils, which no 
forethought can ward off, and which 
the highest day of prosperity will 
ever find sufficient; he who has 
taught him to drop all anxiety upon 
the subject, will be with him to 
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bear or to lighten the burden ; still 
whispering in his ear, " Be of good 
cheer : it is I : be not afraid." 

But it may be his lot to suffer 
extraordinarily ; and to suffer, too, 
from his very adherence to his duty, 
from his attachment to ** the faith 
that was once delivered to the 
saints."^ He may be thrown into 
the furnace of persecution: ''the 
commandment may be urgent, and 
the flame exceeding hot,"^ but the 
form of the Son of God shall still 
walk in the midst of the fire ; ^ and 
its smell shall not pass on him, 
neither shall it have power gver his 

8 Jude 3. 9 Daniel iii. 22. 
^ Daniel iii. 25. 
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body.* " Be of good cheer : it is I : 
be not afraid." 

He may be doomed to struggle 
with domestic affliction : the storm 
may gather round him from every 
quarter; its waves may roar, and 
be tumultuous ; and his little bark 
be on the point of foundering amidst 
the swell : — still lift up thine eyes, 
and behold! lo, Jesus is walking 
upon the sea:^ hear the gracious 
accents of his voice : '* Be of good 
cheer, it is I, be not afraid." 

But he is stretched upon the bed 
of sickness ; every human hope va- 
nisheth ; heavy hang the shades of 
death on his eye-lids. His discon- 

« Dan. iii. 27. 3 Matt. xiv. 25. 
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solate family press around him, and 
pierce his heart ; the twitchings of 
dissolution rend his limbs ; and an 
awful eternity stretches before 
him. What can support him in 
this complicated struggle ? this over- 
whelming conflict of soul and body ? 
Here, too, the means are ample; 
the crisis is abundantly provided 
for. The Saviour is still present 
more than ever; he enters with a 
fellow-feeling into his sufferings ; 
for he, too, has tasted the bitter- 
ness of death ; he has slept in the 
bed of the grave ; he has trodden 
the same path, and even smoothed 
it by his footsteps; and is only 
gone before to prepare him a 
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place.* Lift up the quivering lid 
and catch a glimpse of him ; hear 
the music of his voice, for it is still 
sounding : " Be of good cheer : it is 
I : be not afraid." ** I am he that 
liveth and was dead; and behold, 
I live for evermore, amen : and 
have the keys of hell and of death."* 

* Johnxiv. 2. * Rev. i. 18. 



VII. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord 
God walking in the garden^ in the 
cool of the evening. 

Genesis iii. 8. 

The voice of God is for ev.er speak- 
ing, but man is not for ever hearing 
it ; and hears it, indeed, at all 
times, far less than he should do. 
But there are seasons in which God 
will be heard whether we may 
choose it or not. The most aban- 
doned sinner that ever lived, cannot 
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for ever shut his ears against the 
voice of his Creator. He may 
drown the sound, perhaps, at times, 
in the discordant din of the world, 
in the noise, and uproar, and merri- 
ment of a feast ; he may rise above 
its hallowed whisper in the giddy 
balloon of prosperity, or may stu- 
pify himself beyond its reach in the 
apoplexy of intoxication. Nay, he 
may, with fool-hardihood, brave its 
loud address in the tempest and in 
the thunder-storm, and remain care- 
less and unmoved amidst the wreck 
of nature around him. But the 
voice of God shall still find him out, 
and terrify him in the midst of all 
his evasions. 
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It shall find him out when he 
least expects it, and when he is 
least prepared for.it. In the cool 
OF the evening, when retired 
from the world, and wearied with 
its business or its pleasures ; when 
reclined at ease in his own bowers, 
or seeking quiet or recreation in 
his shady walks — the voice of God 
will find him in the garden, and 
arrest him with the awful sounds 
'' Where art thou ?" To fly is now 
in vain ; his feet are fast locked as 
in a trap, and the trees of the gar- 
den form no shelter. 

Again strikes the awful sound, 
'' Where art thou V The eye of 
God is upon him, and reads into 
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his heart's core. No disguise can 
now serve him : no shield, no pro- 
tector is at hand. He feels him- 
self naked indeed; he feels and 
sinks with shame and confusion. 

How miserable is the life of the 
wicked man ! ' He dares not trust 
himself to the company of his own 
conscience. He may cast up the 
accounts of his merchandise and 
exult in them; but he dares not 
cast up the nearer accounts of his 
own heart. Life is, indeed, for him 
a forced state, a fever, a delirium ; 
and its only comfort is the sweat 
and the exhaustion of a crowd, or 
the stupifying narcotic of the bowl 
or the bottle. 
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How miserable is the life of the 
wicked man! All the beauty of 
nature is lost upon him. He needs 
no flaming sword to keep him from 
the garden of Eden ; for the single 
thought that the Lord God is walk- 
ing in the garden, will at all times 

N 

drive him away from it like a whirl- 
wind. 

It is here, however, it is in the 
COOL OF THE EVENING, in the re- 
tirement of silence and solitude, 
when not a breath is stirring around 
us, that the voice of God is oftenest 
heard. Elijah was commanded to 
take his stand upon the mountain ; 
and he beheld the mountain rent 
with a whirlwind; and after the 
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whirlwind an earthquake ; and after 
the earthquake a conflagration. 
Yet Jehovah was not in the whirl- 
wind, nor in the earthquake, nor in 
the conflagration. But a still 
SMALL VOICE succccded^ — and that 
voice was the voice of Jehovah. 

Happy he who hears it as Elijah 
did ! — in the way of duty, and 
charged with a confidential com- 
mission. But let it come how it 
may, and for what purpose it may, 
yet let him hear it. The still small 
voice of God can never fail to bring 
with it a blessing : and in the cool 
of the evening, in the privacy of 
garden, the heart is most open to 
its impressive message. 

^ 1 Kings xix. 12. 
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It may be a voice of warning; 
but it will still be in mercy. O, 
hear it and be thankful. Drink in 
the solemn menace, and prostrate 
thyself. Escape for thy life from 
the course and the companions it 
denounces. Escape, lest thou be 
consumed in their iniquity. O, 
haste then and escape ! for the sun, 
whose beams shall soon be hid in 
the smoke of vengeance, is already 
rising upon the earth. Escape from 
the condemned crowd, and flee to 
the privileged spot — to the little 
city of Zoar. 

It may come in a voice of chas- 
tisement. It may lay thee on the 
bed of sickness, or sweep away the 
delight of thine eyes. Still hear 
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its solemn import, and bethink thy- 
self. Reflect on the abuse with 
which thou hast employed every 
former mercy ; how little the hand 
of God has been acknowledged in 
thy prosperity; what idols have 
usurped his supreme place in thy 
heart; how rapid the step with 
which thou wert rushing on to eter- 
nal destruction ; a lover of pleasure, 
and without God in the world. 
'' Hear thou the rod, and him that 
hath appointed it;"^ it is still sent 
to thee in mercy. " Humble thyself 
in dust and ashes ; pour out thy 
soul in deep penitence; kiss the 
Son while his wrath is thus kindled 
but a little ; put thy trust in him, 

2 Micah vi. 9. 



72 OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 

lest thou perish in the way.' He 
may demand the cutting off a right 
hand^ or the plucking out a right 
eye ; but " it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell."* If Eli 
cannot enter into heaven with his 
sons, let him enter by himself, *'and 
rejoice with trembling."* 

But there are those to whose ear 
the voice of God comes in tones of 
unmingled delight; who languish, 
and even faint for it, as the 
panting hart in the desart for the 
water-spring. These are the child- 
ren of God ; the despised saints of 

3 Psalm ii 12. ♦Matt. v. 29 

^ Psalm ii. 11. 
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the world ; but who cannot be more 
despised by the world than they 
themselves despise the world's fri- 
volous and short-lived enjoyments. 
Though they are in the world, they 
are not of the world : they are travel- 
lers to a better country, to a more abi- 
ding city. The day is to them a time 
of probation ; they conscientiously 
discharge the duties that lie before 
them, and fulfil the work of the day 
in its day. But they pant for the 
season of refreshment ; for the cool 
OF THE EVENING ; for the hour of 
meditation and prayer ; for that de- 
cline of the sun's heat, and garish 
splendour, in which the world re- 
cedes, and heaven opens before 

E 
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them. They hear the voice of 

GOD WALKING IN THE GARDEN, 

and joyfully go forth to meet him ; 
they press forward from the shades^ 
and are not afraid. 

Every thing, then, around them 
gives a token of God's presence: 
the solemn stillness, the soothing 
twilight, the tinkling sheep-bell, the 
village curfew, the rippling stream, 
the fragrant breath of the wild 
hedge-row, the even-song of the 
woodlands,; the harmonious carol of 
nature, poured forth from every 
quarter and from every object, in 
praise of the great Creator. Here is 
no discord ; the garden of Eden is 
again open; the flaming sword is 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 76 

withdrawn. Man is at peace with 
God^ and all things are at peace with 
man. 

It was thus the holy Psalmist 
mused . Retiring from the concerns 
of the world, he too sought com- 
munion with God ; he sought the 
COOL OF the evening^ and heard 

HIS VOICE, WALKING IN THE GAR- 
DEN. He saw the work of his hands 
in the firmament opening above ; 
and in the various tribes of animals 
spread below, rejoicing in the deep 
forest, and in the green pasture, and 
in the balmy aifr, and in the rustling 
waters. But most of all did he see 
God in the wonderful structure of 
his own kind ; in the condescending 

£2 
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grace displayed to him ; in the dig- 
nity to which he is advanced by the 
great mystery of redemption ; raised 
from the dust to rank with angels ; 
from sin to the friendship of God 
himself. 

It was this last thought that over- 
whelmed him with astonishment, 
and compelled him to exclaim, as 
the head, the heart, and the tongue 
of the thronging temple around him, 
the priest of the hallowed altar be- 
fore which he bowed : 

When I contemplate the hea- 
vens, the work of thy fingers; 

The MOON and the stars, which 
thou art arraying. 

What is man ! that thou art mind- 
ful of him ? 
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Yea, the son of the ground, 
that thou visitest him ? 

Behold, thou hast made him 
little lower than the angels, and 
crowned him with glory and ho- 
nour. 

Thou hast given him dominion 
over the works of thy hands. 

Thou hast put every thing under 
his feet ; 

All flocks and herds, even the 
beasts of the forest. 

The birds of the air, and the fishes 
of the sea, 

Traversing the paths of the wa- 
ters. 

Jehovah ! our Lord, 
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How excellent is thy name in all 
the earth ! ^ 

6 These passages are rendered strictly from 
the Hebrew; and show fully^ among other 
things, that this psalm was intended as an 
evening song of praise. 



VIII. 

Destruction and Death say. We have 
heard the fame thereof with our 
ears* 

JOB xxviii. 

How melancholy is the thought, 
that the great, mass of mankind 
know nothing whatever of that 
which it concerns them to know 
most of all — nothing of real wisdom, 
or understanding, till they come to 
die. It is so now, and it has been 
so in all ages. The holy Psalmist, 
in his own time, represents God as 
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looking down from heaven, for the 
express purpose of scrutinizing into 
this wonderful fact, and as coming 
to the same conclusion : 

Jehovah looked down upon man- 
kind from heaven. 

To see if there were any that had 
understanding 

To seek after God. 

They are all led astray ; 

They are altogether contamin- 
ated : 

Not one doeth good, not even 

one/ 

And the writer of the book of 
Job, in a muph earlier period, puts 
it fairly to mankind at large, and 

1 Psalm xiv. 2, 3. 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 81 

challenges a reply. He boldly as- 
serts, in the chapter before us, that, 
although their, skill and their indus- 
try had been exerted upon every 
other subject under the sun ; though 
they had followed the flight of fowls 
into the skies,^ and of savage beasts 
into the forests ; ^ though they had 
traversed seas and oceans in pursuit 
of commerce, and even knew what 
was in their depths ; * though they 
had^ in a manner, upturned the 
bowels of the earth, and dived into 
its deepest recesses, in quest of 
precious stones and precious metals, 
of gold and silver, the sapphire and 

« Job xxviii. 7. » Ibid 8. 

* Ibid 14. 
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« 

the topaz and the crystal diamond ; ^ 
yet not a sounds not a whisper was 
any where breathed, of the great 
science of genuine wisdom and un- 
derstanding, till they reached the 
borders of the grave. Then, and 
there alone, did it occur to them. 
It is only " Destruction and Death 
that say, we have heard the fame 
thereof with our ears." It is only 
in this ultimate quarter, this ex- 
treme verge of being, that it is even 
glanced at or thought of. And then, 
how often is it thought of in vain ! 
for there is no time to ponder upon 
the momentous study. It is an 
agonizing sigh for it, rather than a 

5Jobxxviii. 1—6,16, 17. 
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gratifying possession of it. It is a 
loose fame or rumour, rather than a 
deliberate occupation. And thus it 
must be : for " there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom in the grave," ^ that is there 
yawning for its victim. And, hence, 
whatsoever thy hand findeth thee 
to do upon this most serious and 
important concern, do it now — and 
do it with all thy might. Eternity 
hangs upon the resolve; it hangs 
upon the present moment 

And whence is this stupendous 
recoil, this unconquerable back- 
wardness to engage in the first duty 
of life ? Is it that we have nothing 
to guide our researches into the 

^ Ecclesiastes ix. 10. 
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proper track ? that all is dark and 
doubtful around us ? no first princi- 
ples to initiate us? no way-marks 
to assure us in our progress ? no- 
thing to excite or interest us ? No, 
God is every where present ; his 
footsteps are to be traced through 
all nature : the signs of wisdom and 
understanding are inscribed at every 
turning, in characters so plain, that 
the way-faring man, though a fool, 
cannot but comprehend them. To 
him that hath eyes to see, they are 
visible, as the same writer here in- 
timates, and are beheld by God 
himself, '' even to the ends of the 
earth." ^ They are visible '' in the 
balanced air,"® and " the measured 

7 Job xxxviii. « Ibid xxxvii. 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 85 

waters," and ''the course of the 
rain>" and " the path for the light- 
ning of the thunder-storm." All 
these, to every one that hath an 
ear, declare them: they establish 
and prove them : ''for the invisible 
things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen (and) un- 
derstood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and 
godhead."^ And the lesson they 
are constantly reading to the deaf 
ear of the world, and manifesting 
to its hood -winked eye, is, " Be- 
hold the FEAR OF THE LORD-— that 

is wisdom ; and to depart from 

EVIL is UNDERSTANDING."^® 
9 Rom. i. 20. ^0 Job xxviii 
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Whence, then, is it that the eye 
is thus hood-winked, and the ear 
thus incorrigibly deaf to a lesson so 
important? Whence, but because 
the God of this world has blinded 
the mind of man, and hardened his 
heart, and infatuated his judgment ? 
Every thing shows us that the pre- 
sent is a state of disorder. What- 
ever is real is beheld as a dream^ 
and whatever is nothing but a dream 
is alone regarded as real. A thou- 
sand pageants are for ever starting 
before us, and we pursue them as 
though they were substances. It is a 
million to one if we come up with 
any of them ; and, if we do, the bub- 
1)le bursts in our grasping it. The 
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service the world exacts of us, is 
the most taunting, and its sacrifices 
the most costly that can possibly be 
conceived. The toil, and the strug- 
gle, the wear and the tear of life, 
are rarely rewarded by rest ; or the 
hectic of anticipation by the fruit of 
enjoyment : while the sacrifice de- 
manded, is that of the soul itself. 
Earth will not satisfy the world's 
ravenous altar ; it robs even heaven 
of its candidates, and is in league 
with hell for a daily supply of vic- 
tims. It is these that form the fuel 
of the flame that never dieth, the 
fire that shall never be quenched, 
and the smoke of whose torments 
ascendeth for ever. 
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It is under this strong delusion* 
this belief in a lie, that one thing 
needful, the whole duty of man, 
nay, the whole of man himself is 
forgotten. No one ever thinks of 
asking himself for what purpose he 
was born ? whence he came ? or 
whither he is going ? In the wis- 
dom of this world indeed, in the 
understanding of earthly prudence, 
we may be sufficiently versed ; but 
how little do we know of the only 
" understanding that can keep us ?"*^^ 
of " the wisdom that is from above, 
that is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits ? " 

*i Proverbs ii. 11. " James iii. 17. 
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How seldom does an attention to 
these strike us, or " the fame thereof 
reach our ears," till we enter on the 
boitiers of Destruction and Death ! 
Every one riseth early, and sitteth 
up late, and hurrieth each day to 
his farm or his merchandize, to his 
counting-house or his country-house, 
as though all around him were solid 
and eternal, '* without variableness 
or the shadow of a turning ; " ^^ and 
nothing were fluctuating or uncer- 
tain but the word of God and his 
throne in the heights. As though 
there were no such thing as De- 
struction and Death in the world ; 
a heaven to be sought for, or a hell 
to be fled from. 

^ James i. 17, 



,* 
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But the delusion canuot last for 
ever : it may be over in a moment. 
This nighty thou fool ! thy soul 

• 

may be required of thee. But if 
thou be let alone, like Ephraim, and 
given up to thine idols, still the 
delusion cannot last for ever. Thy 
three-score years and ten are flow^ 
ing on without mercy : the current 
of life's hour-glass knows no pause ; 
and the moment is at hand when 
thou must awake from thy dream , 
and behold things as they are. 

" Men may live fools, but fools 
they cannot die." 

The sickness that is unto death, 
is the surest cure for such a dotage ; 
the most effectual means of recalling 
the ideot to his senses. It is then. 
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if never before, that the curtain of 
deceit drops; that the fikn falls 
from the eyes ; the world appears 
in its true colours, and in its utter 
emptiness ; and the past and the 
future are equally appalling. It is 
then that the soul begins, for the 
first time, to know something of 
wisdom and understanding ; to turn 
its calculating powers to what it 
has hitherto despised, and to admit 
the infinite value of the fear of 

GOD and DEPARTURE FROM EVIL. 

I 

Destruction and Death say then 
to the soul, (and how often do 
they say it in derision, and with 
the triumphant sarcasm of hell !) 
" we have heard the fame thereof 
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with our ears ; " we well know 
the fact, but it is no fact for thee. 
Thou hast had thy day, and it is 
over; thou hast had thy day, and 
the shadow of the grave is fall- 
ing upon thee; the night cometh 
in which no man can work. We 
have heard the fame thereof, and 
that fame is indeed glorious; no- 
thing can exceed what has been 
rumoured of wisdom and under- 
standing. They have been found a 
balm for every woe ; a blessing for 
every curse; a triumph for every 
defeat. We have heard the fame 
thereof, but we know nothing 
more. The man who makes them 
his inheritance^ never falls within 
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our power; he obtains a victory 

over deaths and plucks its sting 

« 

from the grave. He begins his 
heaven while on earthy and only 
soars from earth into heaven. We 
have heard the fame thereof; and 
that is all thou wilt ever know. 
Thou too wilt hear the fame thereof 
through all eternity; and it will 
add to the pungency of every pang. 
There is not a condemned spirit 
in the fiery deluge below, but feels 
this the most grievous torment he 
has to endure. He refused the 
dowry of wisdom when it was 
offered him, and he is now panting 
for it in agony, when it is for ever 
beyond his reach. This is the 
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worm that never dieth — the vul- 
ture that gnaweth into his heart. 
Remorse^ like a canker, for ever 
stirs up his conscience ; he looks 
back on all the folly of the past, 
his scorn of what he ought to have 
prized, and his delirious hunt after 
what he ought to have scorned. 
He looks forward to the impassable 
gulph that separates him through 
all eternity from the region of the 
blessed; and, in fancy, hangs on 
their high enjoyments, the unutter- 
able and growing ecstacies in re- 
serve for them. He feigns to him^ 
«lf their erowBS of glory, and 
catches a whisper of their heavenly 
harpings; while 1^ only song thart 
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actually strikes on his tortured 
senses is the harrowing echo on 
every side that these things are 
so; the taunting reiteration of de- 
struction and death, ** we have heard 
the farae thereof with our ears." 



IX. 

And as he reasoned of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, 
Felix trembled. 

Acts xxiv. 25, 

The whole of this story, and es- 
pecially the admirable defence of 
St. Paul, equally distinguished by 
its dignity, its eloquence, its art, 
and its holy courage, might well 
vie in interest with the most im- 
pressive causes that havejayer been 



brought before a .humanHr, were 



i 
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it even possible to confine its con- 
sequences to the individual ar- 
raigned^ or to the concerns of the 
present world. But when we give 
full scope to its mighty bearing, 
examine the subject to which the 
accusation relates, as forming the 
key-stone of the Christian creed, 
and dwell on the holy confidence 
with which St. Paul advances and 
maintains it as the ground-work of 
his own defence, all other trials and 
courts of judicature shrink into in- 
significance before it. 

It is peculiarly instructive- to 
mark how entirely the apostolic de- 
fendant passes by all the abuse and 
invective^ the charge of being '* a 

F 
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pestileiit fellow," and " a ring-leader 
of the sect of the Nazarenes,^ ^ with 
which the counsel for the prosecu- 
tion opens his address, as altogether 
contemptible and unworthy of his 
notice ; and with what rapidity he 
passes on to the real malignity, the 
gravamen of the crime imputed to 
him, his belief in the resurrection 
of the Son of God from the dead as 
the first-fruits of the resurrection of 
all mankind ; as though still having 
before him the momentous truth he 
had just written to the Corinthians : 
*' If Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain, ye are yet in your sins."^ 
Whatever the collateral matter 

1 Acts xxiv. 4, 5. « 1 Cor. xv. 17. 
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brought forward on this occasion/ 
St. Paul felt that it was against this 
master-doctrine of the infant church 
that the whole venom of his ene- 
mies was let loose. And to this, 
therefore, he restricts his defence. 
" Except, says he, it be for this 
one voice, this single declaration, 
that I cried, standing amongst them, 
touching the resurrection of the 
dead, for no other charge am I called 
amongst you this day." ^ 

The case was so clear that the 
court could not hesitate a moment. 
The. accusers were filled with con- 
fusion; and the prisoner, though 
not immediately released, owing to 

3 Actsxxiv, 21. 

f2 
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the corruption of the judge, who, 
we are expressly told, ** hoped that 
money should have been given him 
of Paul, that he might loose him,"* 
and who we may hereby be confi- 
dent had been prodigally bribed 
on the other side to condemn him, 
was merely entrusted to the gene- 
ral superintendence of a centurion, 
who was expressly commanded to 
'^ let him have his liberty,, and to 
forbid none of his acquaintance to 
minister or come to him."* 

But the most important feature 
in the entire case is the striking 
contrast . exhibited in the conduct 
and demeanour of St. Paul himself, 

* Acta xxiv. 26. * Ibid v. 23. 
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and that of the Roman governor, 
to whose award he was committed, 
and upon whom, under God, his 
fate altogether depended. We be- 
hold the one standing, as a prisoner, 
at the bar, surrounded by a band 
of soldiers ; the other sitting on the 
judgment-seat in all the pomp and 
circumstance of power; yet the 
prisoner is bold and at ease, while 
the judge shrinks and trembles be- 
fore him. What is the cause of 
this marvellously reversed order of 
things? The mysterious impulse 
that thus induces them, as it were, 
to change places ? That gives quiet 
and dignity to fetters, and thorns 
and confusion of face to authority? 
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The answer is one in which every 
human being is concerned; and 
which has operated from the begin- 
ning of the world, and will conti- 
nue to operate till its consummation 
— the infinite difference of their past 
lives; the influence of conscience 
upon their hearts, now equally ar- 
raigning them before her still loftier 
tribunal, and whispering her just 
award in their ears. 

When Mr. Addison was lying on 
his death-bed, being sensible, by 
the grace of God, of a composure 
that falls to the lot of but few 
Christians in that trying hour, he 
called for one of the infidels he had 
been acquainted with, that they 
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might read a lesson to themselves 
in the holy calm of his mind: 
** See," said he, " how a Christian 
can die!" The language of St. 
Paul, . in his defence on the present 
occasion, is : *' See how a Christian 
can live!" — and live too in the midst 
of calumny, and the oppression 
of bonds, and the sight of martyr- 
dom. '* This," says he, " I con- 
fess unto thee, that after the way 
which they call heresy, so worship 
I the God of my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in the 
law and tlie prophets. And have 
hope towards God, which they 
themselves also allow, that there 
shall be a resurrection of the dead. 
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both of the just and unjust. And 
herein do I exercise myself, to have 
always a conscience void of oflTence 
toward God and toward men." ^ 

The great secret is here disclosed 
to us ; the heroic feeling is fully ac- 
counted for, and the discipline may 
be practised in all ages. If any 
man would be a partaker of the joy 
and the exultation which St. Paul 
manifests, and which raises him 
above every weight of affliction ; let 
him live his life; let him tread in 
his footsteps; let him too exercide 
" a conscience void of offence to- 
ward God and toward men;" let 
him too exert his faith '' in all 

<5 Acts xxiv. 14—16. 
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things which are written in the law 
and the prophets;" let him too 
•^worship the God of his fathers in 
the way" which the world may 
laugh at and condemn, — and he 
shall reap the same reward; he 
shall rise to the same tone of tri- 
umph. External circumstances 
will, to such a man, be of little 
moment. In bonds or at large, in 
evil report or good report, in life or 
in death, he is endowed with a 
buoyant and compensating power 
that renders all earthly things in- 
different to him. ** The peace of 
God, which passeth all understand- 
ing," shall still surely be his, and 
shall still '' keep him in the know- 

F 5 
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ledge and the love of God ; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, shall still be with him, and 
remain with him for ever." On 
such a man what hold can persecu- 
tion take? what influence can the 
flaming stake have, or the writhing 
cross? He will glory in tribulation, 
he will sing praises in torture, and 
will exclaim with St. Paul on ano- 
ther occasion : '' Yea, and if I be 
offered upon the sacrifice and ser- 
vice of your faith, I joy and rejoice 
with you all."^ 

On the contrary,' of what advan- 
tage is wealth, or station, or ofiicial 

T Phil. ii. 17. 
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authority to him whose awakening 
conscience stirs up the .flames of 
hell in his bosom, and shows on 
what a pointed spear that man leans, 
who rests his heart on the world? 
Such was Felix at the time before 
us. His conscience had never, 
perhaps, till now, been stirred up 
at all. For, however tender by na- 
ture, and watchful in the discharge 
of its duty, it may be hardened 
and sent asleep by art. Unhappily, 
there are narcotics in abundance, 
and far more dangerous than those 
of pharmacy, and that lay within 
the reach of every one, and that are 
too often culled by every one, that 
can stupify it, as it appears to have 
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been stupified in the case before us ; 
that can render life a delirium, and 
put a lie into the right hand of the 
fool who thus cheats himself. 
Thousands and tens of thousands 
are there who have thus dragged 
themselves from the beginning of 
life, whose conscience has never 
once awoke, and who go on with 
the besotted dream to their graves ; 
and then only open their eyes to the 
dread reality of the worm that 
never dieth, and the fire that is 
never quenched. 

Happy they, oh! happy above 
all men, whose conscience never 
sleeps; who prize its warning voice ; 
drink in its wholesome monitions; 
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discipline themselves by its pre- 
cepts ; and sweep, and garnish, and 
sanctify their hearts as a temple 
for the Holy Ghost. 

And next to these are they happy, 
—and happy too in the midst of all 
the pangs that may chastise them, 
the cleansing agony they are doomed 
to endure — whose slumbering con- 
science is at length startle'd, in the 
midst of its lethargy, and urged to 
a faithfiil discharge of its duty; 
who, in the noon and sunshine of 
their sinful career, are stopt short 
by the hand of Providence, are 
stung with a feeling of their own 
guilt and depravity; and, while in 
the high road of profligacy and 
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forgetfulness of God, have a lesson 
read to them *' of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come," 
that makes them tremble. It is a 
season of mercy ; it is a call to re- 
pentance; the penance may be 
sharp, but it leads to health and 
happiness ; it is a blessed purgatory, 
and the only one to be found in the 
Scriptures ; the only middle state 
of torment that can save from hell, 
and prove preparatory for heaven. 

It was vouchsafed to Felix; but 
like millions, who have been fa- 
voured in the same nianner since, 
he was found a coward in the day 
of trial, and flinched from its 
searching potency.* The iron en- 
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tered into his soul ; it touched him 
to the quickest point of his heart ; 
all his deeds of oppression, extor- 
tion, and injustice arose,' in fearful 
vision, before his face ; his robbery 
of the widow, and the orphan, his 
condemnation of the innocent, his 
rapacity and cruelty toward the pri- 
soner, who was then addressing 
him, and who he felt ought to be as 
free as himself; they were the 
ghosts of his past crimes, permitted 

» 

to haunt him on the polluted seat of 
justice, and to harrow all his heart- 
strings: " And as Paul reasoned of 
righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix ttembled." 
He trembled, but he did nothing 
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more ; he trembled, but it was not 
the trembling of penitence : trem- 
bled, but he lulled the panic with an 
opiate. '* Go thy way, said he, for 
this time, and when I have a con- 
venient season I will send for thee." 
It is thus the great God is trifled 
with from day to day, and the holy 
Spirit grieved, and the Redeemer 
of the world crucified afresh. — O! 
pause, ye whose hearts are con- 

■ 

ceiving the same deadly words ; — 
pause, ere they proceed from your 
lips. They may be the last words 
ye may ever pronounce : the bolt 
of avenging justice may overtake 
you while uttering them. But, if 
such be not the case, your doom may 
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still be as certain; your everlasting 
ruin as inevitable : and this, too, 
though you should live to the age 
of Methuselah. There may be ** a 
convenient season" for others, but 
to you it may never return. He 
who breaks it off when once offered 
to him, may never find any ** con- 
venient season" afterwards. It came 
not to him at the time from his own 
seeking ; and it may never again be 
vouchsafed to him by the bounteous 
Spirit that sent it. The day of 
grace may have spent its last sands ; 
and the only season that remains, 
and that will remain for ever, may 
be a season of hopelessness. The 
heart may be given over ; the cau- 
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Stic that was meant to produce. a 

wholesome smart may have seared 
it ; and the blessing be turned into 
a curse. The man may again, in- 
deed, hear " of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come" 

■ 

— he may hear without trembling — 
till the judgment to come overtakes 
him, and his trembling shall be for 
ever. 



X, 



And Samuel died, and all the Israelites 
were gathered together, and lamented 
him; and buried him at his house at 
Ramah. 

1 Sam. XXV, 1. 

Such is the epitaph which the finger 
of inspiration has written on the 
tomb of Samuel. How short and 
simple ! — but how forcible and com- 
prehensive ! With a single stroke of 
the pen it gives a summary of two 
generations ; a character of his own 
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life, now terminated j and the im- 
pression which that life had pro* 
duced on the race that was suc- 
ceeding to him. 

He had had his day ; and it had 
been marked with every vicissitude 
of national glory and national dis- 
grace. He had seen the ark of 
God, the sacred aegis of his people, 
tumultuously dragged away, with- 
out prayer or preparation, from its 
resting-place at Shiloh, and hurried 
into the field of battle ; where the 
men of Ephraim pusillanimously 
abandoned their charge on the first 
onset, and God, in anger, gave up 
his strength into captivity, and his 
people to the yoke of the Philis- 
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tines. And, endowed with the 
power of prophecy, he had been 
enabled to predict to the same peo- 
ple, on their repentance, a complete 
emancipation from their slavery, a 
triumph over their proud oppressor, 
and the repossession of national in- 
dependence, honour and prosperity. 
He had been, from early manhood, 
the chosen prophet of the Most 
High, and the supreme judge of the 
common- wealth; and, as the reward 
of a life conscientiously devoted to 
the service of his country, he had 
beheld himself, and his family, at 
length basely rejected by the giddy 
multitude; who were anxious to 
transfer the state to another head. 
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man is of as much importance as 
his public station: and Samuel, 
though discharged from the offices 
and trappings of magisterial duties, 
was not less alive than ever to the 
higher interests of his people. Ah ! 
little think the gay, licentious mul- 
titude, how deeply they are indebted 
to the virtues, the prayers, the 
whole machinery of the private 
history of retired saints, for the pub- 
lic blessings of their country; the 
prosperity which descends, as the 
dew of Hermon, upon their unseen 
struggles and intercessions at the 
throne of divine grace, and fcjrti- 
lizes the land so as to make it a 
garden of God. Samuel, though 
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stripped of the robe of chief ma- 
gistrate, still held the staff of the 
prophet ; and though he no longer 
presided over the courts of justice, 
still led in the colleges of the pro- 
phets, and inspired their voices and 
their instruments with the daily 
praises of the Most High. He 
was still sure to be found at his 
sacred post on all occasions of pub- 
lic diflSculty or private distress ; and 
his councils and his supplications 
were open to every one. When 
David fled from Saul, he took shel- 
ter with Samuel at Naioth ; and, 
for a short period, forgot the sor- 
rows of his bosom in the sweet con- 
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solations of social worship. And 
when SiBtul, burning with fury, fol- 
lowed David fo hii^ hallowed asy- 
luhi, the holy influence of the place 
wrought a miracle on his hearty and 
turned the torrent of his passions 
from rancour -to kindliness>frbm the 
persecution of man, to the dervice 
of God. So that Saul, also, be- 
came one of the prophetis : he 
dropped the desire of Vengeance, 
ftiid joined in the harmony of his 
new associates. ' ^ — 

Well, thdrefore, might all Israel 
assemble, and weep over their loss 
on the death of Samuel ; and wor- 
thily plight it be inscribed upon 
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him ia the monument of sacred his- 
tory, '' SwaueJ died, and all . the 
Israelites gathered together and la- 
mented him*" .... , . 
.Q ye who arep^tiag for a like 
de^thless<' tablet! ye. chieftains 
and. conquerors, of the earth! ap- 
proaqh and m^itate upon. it. Ye, 
too^ jnust die ajidbe buried; and 
the foj^m^ that had^ perhaps, ^grasped 
attliejglQ)3ieybe.oonsignedtp the nar^ 
XQW bip.undariesugf.a^coflhi; and ye, 
too, may Jib att^ided^to^your graves 
by a-gatheoDg of the^people^ per-r 
hUps^hjd^t than that4$f Samud ; and 
yej n^ay. Ifsae^ i » -a ^still more splen- 
did display iJ3ian adsoBipapiied him, 
th^e pomp,'^ the , circumstance, and 

g2 
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the furnishers of sepulchre, the so- 
lemn dirge, and the nodding hearse, 
and the long retinue of sable : and 
the gorgeous herald of state may 
proclaim over your cold remains, as 
they are consigned, " earth to earth, 
and ashes to ashes," the hollow 
titles and honours^ the exploits and 
victories that raised you above the 
shoulders of the busy multitude on 
the plain, and crowned your beating 
temples with the garland that has 
so soon fallen from their hemi- 
sphere : — ^but what will be the re- 
cord in the tablet of truth, in the 
awful scroll of account kept by the 
great Judge of the world; and which 
shall hereafter be opened in the pre 
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sence of crowding generations ? You 
too may have called forth lamenta- 
tion, and drawn down torrents of 
tears ; but in how many instances 
will this be found to have occurred 
rather during your life-time than on 
your death ; and that the flood-gates 
of agony were only stopped by your 
decease. Your car has been the 
chariot of victory ; — ^but are not its 
wheels crimsoned with carnage? 
you have reaped a rich harvest of 
success, but have, you not turned 
the fruitful soil into a wilderness? 
The trump of fame has blazoned 
your achievements ; but has no dis- 
cordant sound intermingled with the 
joyous chorus ? no sigh from plun- 



126 OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS- 

dered villages ? no grbans from be- 
reft widbws and orphans ? Though 
loaded ;mth charges like theisej you 
may still obtain an immortality of 
name^ and be raised to the highest 
pitch of glory among your com- 
peers ; but the only immortality that 
is worth having, the ofily glory that 
wHl not convert into a curse, i!nust 
depend upon your being guiltless of 
jsuch charges. You may still, in- 
deed, take your tepbse, though 
drenched in blood, such repose as 
the rebel-angels can tell of in the 
sumptuous sepulchres of marble; 
and the lie of sycophants may make 
a fruitless effort to enrol you among 
the truly noble and excellent of the 
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earth : but you, like Samuel^ shall 
ia this case have a faithful epitaph, 
and like his it shall be written with 
the pen of inspiration. The form 
is already composed^, and the fol- 
lowing is its interpretation: *^ Thy 
pomp is brought down to the grave, 
the noise of thy viols; the worm 
is spread under thee, and the worms 
cover thee. How art thou fallen, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning ! how. 
wtt thou cut down to the ground, 
who didst weaken the nations ! Thou 
shalt be brought down to hell, to 
the sides of the pit. They that see 
thee shall narrowly look upon thee, 
and muse over thee. Is this the 
man that made the earth to trem- 
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ble^ that shook kingdoms, that made 
the world a wilderDess, and de- 
stroyed its cities, and set not his 
captives at liberty?"* 

Yet not only does the earth trem- 
ble during the triumphant career of 
a mighty conqueror, but even at his 
last gasp, at his downfall, as the 
undermined and tumbling mountain 
gives a shock to the plain below, 
and wakes up all its echoes. It is 
then, if never before, we feel the 
littleness of all human grandeur, 
and exclaim with the Psalmist, that 
verily every man at his best estate 
is altogether vanity. But the re- 
moval of a prophet, of a faithful 

3 Isai. xiv. 11—17. 
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minister of God, produces a shock 
of a very different kind, and is an 
event far less easily provided for. 
This is, indeed, a calamity, and is 
felt to be such. It is a visitation 
that comes more immediately home 
to our bosoms, and takes a much 
deeper hold of them. There may 
be a semblance and exterior of ge- 
neral gloom in the former case, but 
it is in the latter that all the people 
gather together with genuine la- 
mentation. Then is it that the 
contagion of grief spreads with its 
depressing influence from heart to 
heart, and every one weeps over 
what he feels to be a personal loss. 
The guide of the young, the coun- 

g6 
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sellor of the aged^ the comforter of 
the cast down, the reclaimer of the 
Yicious, the intercessor with the 
AUnighty, the friend, the exemplar, 
the bulwark of the community, is 
taken away; and the church is, for 
a time, deranged in an important 
part of its machinery. And where 
is the individual that does not, in 
conjunction herewith, feel also his 
compunction in some degree height- 
ened by the self-reproach that he 
has not^ in every instance, improved 
as he ought to have done by the 
light that has been set before him, 
and a light, too, that has been 
shining '' more and more unto the 
perfect day ?"* that the voice of the 

♦ Proverbs iv. 18. 
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man of God has not ' always been 
heard by Mm /with due attention, 
nor his zealiquickened him, nor his 
holy warnings alarmed him as they 
ought to ihave done ? 

This Was, in an especial manner, 
the case in regard to the Israelites 
on the present occasion. They 
could not but recall to mind how 
little they had allowed themselves 
to profit by thjs bright example^ 
and hcdy ministry of Samu;el ; • aiid 
must have beeft i^ung to theiquick 
at the recoUe^tioni t)f their base in- 
gratitude towards him. They might 
well, indeed, tremble, yet not for 
the prophet, but for the people ; not 
for the faithful minister, but for 
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themselves and their children. By 
rejecting Samuel, they had rejected 
their God: they had forsaken the 
fountain of living water, '* and had 
hewed out for themselves a cistern^ 
a broken cistern that could hold no 
water."^ They were at this moment 
at the mercy of a tempestuous sea,, 
that threatened to swallow them up 
quickly ; whilst he had reached the 
post, and was safely moored in the 
haven of eternal peace, they were 
suffering, and suffering too from 
their own folly, under the lash of a 
capricious tyrant, and the uncer- 
tainty of a new but already wither- 
ing dynasty; distracted by internal 

fiJerii. 13. 
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feuds, and menaced by foreign in- 
vasion; while he had reached the 
close of his pilgrimage, and was 
gathered like a shock of corn in jts 
season, full of days, of honours, 
and of endowments; departing in 
peace, for his eyes had seen God's 
salvation. He had lived, and he had 
died (and who is there but would 
live and die, too, in the same man- 
per?) in the bosom of his family, in 
the arms of associated prophets, in 
the sanctuary of their daily devo- 
tions, in the hallowed spot where he 
had so long heard their anthems of 
praise — in the house of God, and at 
the gate of heaven. Here he had 
lived, and here he had departed, and 



i 



134 OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 

here they hz^ deposited his remains, 
for *' Samuel died, and all the Israel- 
ites were gathered together, and 
lamented him, and buried him at 
his house at Ramah." 
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XI. 

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. 

LuK]& ii. 15. 

« 

It is now nearly two thousand years 
since the great spectacle, to which 
this invitation relates, was dis- 
played in the sight of men a?nd of an- 
gels : a spectacle, beyond all con- 
troversy, the first in power, in wis- 

dom, and in benevolence, that has 
ever been exhibited on the theatre 
of universal being; and which, so 
to speak, forms the master-piece of 

G 8 
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the combined attributes of the God- 
head. And yet, how many millions 
of human-kind, for whose benefit 
alone it has been performed, have 
passed into the world and out of it, 
without ever having heard thereof 
T^y the smallest whisper? And, 
what is of far more importance to 
ourselves, how many millions are 
there of those who not only hear of 
it, but to whom the invitation is 
from year to year, nay, from day to 
day, expressly addressed, and whose 
salvation depends upon their com- 
pliance, — who never once think of 
accepting it, and are satisfied with 
the invitation alone ; who have the 
Bible before them, but sufier it to 
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remain a sesCled book; and never 
open, even its first page, with any 
serious desire of studying its sub- 
ject matter; who never take a 
single step in the road to Bethle- 
hem, to examine what God hath 
there made known unto us. So bru- 
tish is the heart of man, so dull 
its desire after heavenly things, so 
rooted the concerns of earth; as 
though, like the grass on which 
we tread, he could only grow from 
the ground. So intoxicated is he 
with his temporal interests — the 
bubble of the moment that bursts 
even while he is grasping it, that 
the great business of an eternal 
state is forgotten; or rather, sacri- 
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ficed at the shrine of the reigning 
idol of thQ hpiur.; Thei^racious er- 
rand of divine: love is never listened 
to, the song of angels is,unheard, and 
the stapendons plan of redemption 
is suffered to pass by as a pageant. 
O, the long suffering, the loving- 
kindness of an offended God!— 
'^ Truly, thy mercy, O Lord, is in the 
heavens, tfify faithfulness reacheth 
unto the clouds!"^ And, hence, 
alone is it that, instead of a deluge 
of water, like that which formerly 
destroyed the world, or a consuming 
fire like that which is in reserve for it 
hereafter, the same gracious mes- 
sage is still repeated to us down to 

1 Ps. xxxvi. 5. 
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the present hour; and we are, still, 
and especially as on this returning 
festival of the Saviour's nativity, 
invited to *' go even now unto 
Bethlehem, and see the thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us.7 Let 
us, then, now, even now, if never 
before, follow the footsteps of the 
heavenly host, the track in which 
their holy harpings guide us; let 
us catch the sweet carol of their 
accordant tongues, ** glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will towards men." 

And what does Bethlehem unfold 
to us ? The eye of sense perceives 
nothing but a stable, a mother of 
humble station, and a swaddled 
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babe lying in a manger. Yet this 
is the sight to which we are direct- 
ed : this is the spectacle on which 
heaven is looking down with in- 
tense eagerness ; this the grand 
event for which time has been tra- 
velling onward; and in which all 
the prophecies and the promises of 
God are concentrated. It is the 
babe lying in a manger. O para- 
dox of men, and pf angels ! O stu- 
pendous miracle of seeming contra- 
dictions ! ** O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out ! "* That 
manger cradles the Lord of heaven 

^ Rom. xi. 33. 
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and earth : that feeble babe is ** the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace ? "" What a 
prodigy, and what a scene for its 
development ! When man was 
iQade of the dust of the earth, a pa- 
radise was made for his reception ; 
and all creation put on its richest 
livery. When the Son of God is 
made man, and descends from hea- 
ven upon the gracious errand of 
man's eternal salvation, he hath not 
where to lay his head, and is con- 
signed ** to a manger, because there 
is no room for him in the inn«" 
What a lesson of humility 

IS HERE READ TO US ! It is nOt 

with the great, or the mighty, or the 

* Is. ix. 6. - 
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noble, that the Saviour of the world 
condescends to take up his abode; 
to be clothed in Scarlet and fine 
linen, and to fare sumptuously every 
day ; it is not in the courts, or the 
palaces/ or even tiie teimple of Jeru- 
salem^ that he chooses to make his 
entrance in th6' world ; but, tram- 
plingf, as it were; upon all that man 
calls great and magnificent ; making 
an open mock of the pomp, and the 
pride, and the vain glory of life, he 
vouchsafe]^ to dignify the Walk of 
the lowly with his f>reseiic^ ** to 
fill the hungry with: good things, 
while?the rich are sent empty 
iaway : '"^ to be born in a stable in- 
stead ofiunder a canopy i; in Beth- 

« Luke k 53. 
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lehem, the city of David, *' though 
little among the thoui^ands of Ju* 
dah," ^ rather than in the capital of 
the Jewish monarchy, the citadel of 
its strength. 

Aiid, as was the opening, so, too, 
was the prepress of his career. 
*VNot many wise men after the 

« 

flesh, not, many mighty, not many 
noble, were called ; "^ but it was the 
poor who had the Gospel chiefly 
preached unto them; and the halt, 
and the deafy and the dumb^ and the 
blind who were selected to be the 
principal hferalds of the Redeemer's 
praise. Where, then, is boasting 
under the Gospel ?' It is ujtterly 
excluded ;: it is anathematized ; it is 

«Micahv.2. '' «l Cor.i.28. 
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proscribed by every step of our 
diviDe Master's progress, from his 
mysterious entrance into life, to his 
awful exit; from the manger at . 
Bethlehem, to the cross at Calvary. 
And as he hallowed the path of 
humility/ so did he that of affliction. 
It was his daily trial to *^ endure the 
contradiction of sinners;"^ ** his 
visage was marred more than any 
man's ; he bore our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows ; was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities ; "® and ** was mtade per- 
fect through suifering."^ 

What a lesson of human 

WISDOM is here read TO US ! 

7 Heb. xii. 3. ^ Is. Hi. Ibid. liii. 5. 
9 Heb. ii. 10. 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 145 

Let philosophy look on and blush 
at its own conceits. How little has 
man's understanding been able^ at 
any time, to fathom the nature and 
the attributes of the Deity, or to 
dive into his mysterious councils. 
Every age and nation have had their 
successive mythologies and the- 
ologies — their creeds for the vulgar, 
and their creeds for the learned. 
Egypt, India, Persia, and Greece, 
have vied with each other in their 
respective fancies. And, as though 
for the express purpose of showing 
us the utter vanity of all the natural 
powers of the human mind, when 
pressed to their utmost stretch of 
elaborate cultivation, the experi- 

H 
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ment was permitted to be carried 
on among these nations in succes- 
sion^ through a period of little less 
than four thousand years. And 
what, in every instance, was the re- 
sult ? ■' Shadows instead of realities : 
visionary conjectures instead of sub- 
stantial truths : 

1^0. light, but rather darkness visible. 

And then, and not till then, " after 
that, in the wisdom of God, the 
world, by wisdom" was thus proved 
to " know not God, it pleased God 
by," what the world called, " the 
foolishness of preaching," thus re- 
torting its own terms upon itself, by 
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the great scheme of redemption, by 
the revelation of his own Son from 
heaven, to illuminate the darkness 
of nature, and " to save them that 
believe." '' 

** Where, then, is the w^ise ? 
where is the disputer of this world ? 
God hath chosen the foolish things 
of the world (foolish in the world's 
own conceit) to confound the wise ; 
yea, God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty; and base 
things of the world, and things 
which are despised hath God cho 
sen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are, 

10 1 Cor. i. 21. 

h2 
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that no flesh should glory iu his 
presence." ^^ 

Such was the glowing and tri- 
umphant language of St. Paul in 
his day to the Jews, who were still 
requiring signs, and to the Greeks, 
who were still seeking after worldly 
wisdom. " But we," says he, 
" preach Christ crucified ; unto the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness: but, unto 
them that are called, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of 
God."^ 

The triumphant language of the 
apostle has been fulfilled, his pro- 
phetic vision has been realized ; 

^' 1 Cor. i. 20. 27—29. « Ibid. i. 22, 23. 
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and Christ has proved most marvel- 
lously the power and the wisdom of 
God in every age of the world 
since his own era. Yet, how in- 
corrigible is the heart of man when 
perverted ! how obstinate in its er- 
rors! how blind to the noonday, 
" the light from heaven above the 
brightness of the sun" " that shines 
around it ! If the question be still 
asked, *' where is the disputer of 
this world ? "" thousands will, even 
to the present hour, hold up their 
hands unabashed, and proudly ac- 
cept the Scripture challenge. They 
go to Bethlehem, indeed, but they 
return as they go there : no hea- 
venly music has sounded in their 

i» Acts xxii. 13. w 1 Cor. i. 20. 
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ears ; they have seen neither angel 
nor Saviour ; they went not to wor- 
ship, and they will not believe. 
^' The thing which is come to pass, 
and which the Lord hath made 
known" to mankind at large, they 
regard, not as matter of irpplicit 
faith, and holy wonder, but as mat- 
ter for the tribunal of their own 
reason. With insufferable arro- 
gance they arraign the Godhead 
before its impotent bar ; they mea- 
sure the plan of infinite wisdom, 
the energy of almighty power, the 
great mystery of godliness, by thek 
own standard ; and convict the 
cause of falsehood or of error, upon 
the sole ground, that reason caoQct 
comprehend \t. Axvd hence, as in 
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the time of the Apostlei^^to some itis, 
in many parts, ^^astumbling-block;" 
to others, altogether "foolishness/' 
Some, sitting in the «eat of the 
scorner, would summarily enter a 
general verdict of imposture : while 
more, perhaps, not far oflf, while 
openly condemning one half, are 
yet ready enough, with an affecta- 
tion of liberality, to acquit the re^ 
.mainder on being allowed to put 
their own corrections into the in- 
spired text. Merciful God ! great, 
indeed, was thy lonig-s«fltering that 
waited in the days of Noah ! but 
how much greater is that which 
waiteth in our own day, overpow- 
ered as it is in such a diversity of 
ways with " the profane and vain 
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babblings^ and oppositions of sci- 
ence falsely so called ! " ^ 

Let, then, the world go where it 
may — let tis go even unto Bethle- 
hem. What a lesson is there 

READ to us on THE EV|L OF SIN ! 

In the dealings of God's providence 
there is no waste, and as little in 
the dealings of his grace. A mas- 
terly economy — an exact adjust- 
ment of cause to effect, is a striking 
characteristic in both : and hence, 
if the wickedness of the world could 
have been expiated at a less price 
than the sacrifice of the Son of God, 
never would he have left the throne 
of his glory to have become " a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with 

15 1 Tim. vi. 20. 
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grief. "^^ What other scheme, or whe* 
ther any other could have been de- 
vised by infinite wisdom to satisfy 
the demands of infinite justice, it is 
not for mortals to pry into. It is 
enough for us to know that no other 
has been devised to convince us 
that the present is the fittest and 
the best. And what can more for- 
cibly demonstrate to us the intrinsic 
enormity of sin, of sin of every kind, 
the utter abhorrence with which 
God beholds it, in all its incalcula- 
ble ramifications, its essential re- 
pugnancy to the purity and holiness 
of his own nature, than the stupen- 
dous cost of its atonement ? Though 

^^ Isaiah liii. 3. 

h5 
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armed with almighty power, God 
has not the power to forgive sin un- 
conditionally : though his mercy is 
infinite, not a pang due to mankind 
could be remitted to the Son of his 
love: though Christ was God, and 
'^ thought it no arr(^tion to be equal 
with God,'V the severe penalty de- 
manded for human transgression was 
that of making himself of no reputa- 
tion, of divesting or emptying him* 
self of his glory, as the passage has 
been more correctly rendered; of 
humbling himself to the fashion of a 
man— nay, to " the form of a servant,^ 
'^ despised and rejected of men ; '' 
and of ^^ becoming obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross."^^ 

IT Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
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Oh, wonderful concentration of 
harmonizing inconsistendes ! God 
becomes man; '' the Everlasting 
Father,"^ a feeble babe; Essential 
Holiness, a sin-offering; the inex- 
haustible fount of all blessing and 
happiness, is made a curse. '* Without 
controversy, great is the mystery of 
godliness"^® — infinite the evil of sin. 
Let us go sdso to Bethlehem^ and 

THERE READ A LESSON OF LOVE; 

of the love which God has so stu- 
pendously manifested to man ; aind 
the love which man ought to feel 
towards God. *' Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends ;"*** •* but 

» Isa. ix. 6. 19 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

«> John XY. 13. 
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God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that, while we were yet ene- 
mies, Christ died for us/' ^* 

It was love — ^infinite, exuberant 
love, that planned, from all eternity, 
the blessed scheme of man's re- 
demption. Before guilt was con- 
tracted, or man was in being, sal- 
vation was provided for him; the 
atonement was ready before sin was 
committed. " Lo, I come!^ said 
the Saviour of the world; and, in 
the volume of the book of heaven, 
the engagement was recorded from 
the beginning : " Lo, I come to do 
hywill, O Godr^ 

And through the whole accom- 
plishment of this will, love alone 

21 Rom. V. 8. « Heb. x. 7. 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 167 

was the ruling principle. Every 
step was marked with it, every ac- 
tion testified it, and every word 
sealed it. His miracles were all 
love, — inexhaustible, overflowing 
love; the most aggravating provo- 
cation could never turn the sweet 
current, nor rouse its gentle surface 
into a ripple. Instead of com- 
manding fire from heaven upon his 
enemies, he breathed forth his 
blessing on them that cursed him, 
and prayed for them that despite- 
fuUy used him and persecuted him ; 
and sunk on the cross with the dy- 
ing benediction of '* Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they 
do."*^ 

^ Luke xxiii. 34. 
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But^ oh! the tenderness, the 
sweet and overwhelming endear- 
ment, the friendship and affection 
beyond that of a brother, which he 
poured forth to his disciples in the 
scenes of privacy, and blessed con- 
fidence. When he weeps at the 
grave of Lazarus, who can help 
weeping with him ? When deliver- 
ing his last address to his beloved 
eleven, how melancholy that one 

# 

should have fallen off from the ori- 
ginal number! There was love in 
that emergency. Oh, Iscariot! even 
for thee, hadst thou then, like the 
overtaken but soon subdued and 
penitent Peter, gone out and wept 
bitterly. Who can hear this touch- 
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ing address without melting ? What 
heart but is all-breatiiless attention 
to catch every word as it dropi^ from 
his gracious lips! What distress^ 
but what comfort does he set before 
them ! How completely are his oMm 
sufferings forgotten, and swallowed 
up in the agony that oppresses the 
faithful few around him. He sees 
them terrified, overpowered, broken- 
hearted ; he beholds the tearful eye, 
and the bursting bosom, and the 
speechless silence. And, oh, what 
a cup of cordial does be provide for 
them! Never was so consolatory 
a farewell uttered, so rich a legacy 
bequeathed. *' Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give unto you; 
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not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be trou- 
bled, neither let it be afraid,"** 

And what our divine Master said 
to his disciples at that time, he 
says to his disciples still, and will 
say to them to the end of the world. 
Let us then go to Bethlehem ; let us 
see this thing which has now, more 
especially, come to pass ; which is 
at length fully consummated. Let 
us learn the lesson of love which it 
so impressively sets before us. Let 
love beget love ; the love of God 
call forth the love of man ; love su- 
preme, uninterrupted, overflowing 
to him who first loved us ; and love 

** John xiv. 27. 
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free, unlimited, and universal to our 
fellow-mortals. "By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another/'** 

Let us go then to Bethlehem; 
let us begin with the Saviour if we 
would end with him. Let us go 
even to Bethlehem, but let us not 
take up our final abode there. Let 
us follow the footsteps of our Re- 
deemer from Bethlehem to Calvary, 
from Calvary to Mount Olivet ; 
from his humiliation to his exalta- 
tion; from his cross to his crown. 
Let us follow him from his first ad- 
vent to his second ; from the man- 
ger to " the regeneration,"^ when 

25 John xiii. 35. ^ Matt. xix. 28. 
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the Son of man shall sit on the 
throne of his glory. Yes ; to Beth- 
lehem let us go; let us catch the 
angelic carol of this holy season, 
and employ it as a chant for every 
day of our lives. He who thus 
unites with the multitude of the 
heavenly hosrt, while here below, 
in singing " glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good 
will towards men," may humbly 
hope he is in the right way to unite, 
ere long, in the realms above M^ith the 
far greater chorus, the ' * multitude 
that no man can number," ^ in stri- 
king, to a still higher, and more tri- 
umphant note, their own favourite 

2T Rev. vii. 9. 



i 
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anthem, that "new song" which shall 
never cease to be new throughout 
the countless ages of eternity: 
" worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, to receive ppwer, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and blessing; — for 
he hath redeemed us to God by his 
blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation.*®-^ 
Hallelujah! — for the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth." ^ 

28 Rev. V. 12, 9. «9 Ibid. xix. 6. 



XII. 

And the poor have the gospel preached 

to them. 

Matthew xi. 6. 

It is highly probable that there is 
no class of intellectual beings but 
what is divided into different orders 
of rank and station. The book of Job 
clearly intimates such an arrange- 
ment among the heavenly inhabit- 
ants, as servants, spirits, angels, in- 
tercessors, destinies or destroyers, 
the chyliad or body of a thousand. 
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and the hosts of heaven generally/ 
The Psalmist confirms the idea. 

Bless Jehovah, ye his angels ! 

Mighty in power, fulfilling his 
word. 

To the voice of his word who 
listen. 

Bless Jehovah, all his hosts ! 

Ye ministers of his! that exe- 
cute his will.* 

And hence St. Paul, distinctly 
alluding to the whole heavenly hie- 
rarchy, divides it into the four dig- 
nities of "thrones, dominions, prin- 
cipalities, and powers ;" ^ and tells 

1 See the Author's Translation of the book 
of Job, Introd. Dissert p. Ixv. 

« Ps. ciii. 20, 21. 3 Col. i. 16. 
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US, in another place, that " as one 

star differeth from another star in 

glory, so also is the resurrection of 

the dead." * 

It is not to be wondered at, 

therefore, that the same universal 
law of order should be found to 
prevail on earth. And, in truth, 
it is difficult to conceive how society 
could be held together in the pre- 
sent state of things without such an 
arrangement. And he must be but 
little read in the history of man, or 
the science of human happiness, 
who could think of adding to the 
general stock of enjoyment by 
breaking up the barriers of civil 

♦ 1 Cor. XV. 41, 42. 
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rank and station^ and reducing the 
whole to a common level. 

But such being the case, there 
must be high and low, rich and 
poor, potentates and subjects, mas- 
ters and servants. Yet, by the 
gracious ordinance of providence, 
real happiness is made to depend 
far less upon such external circum- 
stances than a superficial survey 
would lead us to conceive. If po- 
verty has its temptations and its 
miseries, so have wealth, and honour, 
and dignity; and, for one tear that 
is shed in the cottage, there are 
rivers that are shed in mansions and 
palaces. It is in the higher stations 
of life, and not in the lower, that 
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the heart is broken and the brain 
maddened, and a tide of ruin let 
loose upon thousands in a moment. 
Crowns themselves cannot shield 
from distress; and the villager, 
whose only patrimony is his daily 
labour, is, at times, a subject of 
envy to the monarch on the throne. 
But in the Christian system there 
is something more than this. " The 
poor have the gospel preached to 
them." There is a peculiar and 
paramount attention, indeed, paid 
to the condition of the poor no 
where else to be met with, for the 
express purpose of balancing the 
account, in every respect, as far as 
possible. The law of social order. 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 169 

it is true, is left untouched ; but 
their distresses are softened^ their 
bed of sickness and sorrow is 
visited, and their temporal comforts 
provided for by the whole spirit and 
letter of the divine institution. The 
gospel is, in an especial sense, their 
inheritance. The poor had it 
preached to them from the first. 
It began with them, and from them 
were derived its earliest proselytes. 
And the ultimate happiness of the 
rich, their hopes of pardon and of 
eternal life, are made to hinge upon 
a life of charity and benevolence as 
necessarily flowing from a genuine 
faith in the merits of the Redeemer. 
Love to God must be essentially en- 
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twined with love to man ; for though 
the former be ** the first and great 
commandment, the second is like 
unto it."^ And hence, with ineflfa- 
ble tenderness, our blessed Saviour 
affirms, that one of the grounds of 
/ admission into the kingdom of hea- 
ven in the great day of account will 
be, in allusion to a life of brotherly 
kindness and compassion, ** inas- 
much as ye have done it to one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me."^ 

Worldly success and distinctions, 
its pride, and its pleasures, and its 
learning, chain down the heart to 
the present life, and it is difficult 

3 Matt. xxii. 32, 39. « Ibid. xxv. 40. 
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to break away from their enchant- 
ment : and hence the awful remark 
of the same great teacher, that " it is 
easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God,"'^ 
But let adversity befal him; let him 
be laid on the bed of sickness, let * 
him be bereft of every temporal tie, 
let him exchange places with the 
poor man, let the spell of the world 
be broken, and the difficulties are 
diminished. The soil of the heart 
is hereby ploughed up and rendered 
fit to receive the heavenly seed. 
The man's crosses are converted 
into comforts ; his loss into inesti- 

7 Mark x. 25. 

i2 
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mable gain ; and he is then only 
truly rich when every thing is swept 
away from him. It is now, for the 
first time, he feels himself at liberty; 

and can soar to higher hopes, and 
nobler enjoyments, and more dig- 
nified pursuits. The soul is now 
no longer the slave of the body ; it 
asserts its independence ; becomes 
conscious of . its higher origin ; ex- 
ercises its superiority, and binds the 
body in its own fetters. There is 
nothing left that can any longer 
link it to the ground:. and every 
recollection of the past only cor- 
roborates its present estimate of the 
utter . emptiness and vanity of all 
the world has to ofier. « 
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Take courage then, ye sons of po- 
verty and distress ! Ye are not forgot- 
ten in the benevolent scheme of di- 
vine providence, and still less so in 
the transcendant scheme of divine 
grace. Though, in the present imper- 
fect state of things, there must be 
such a condition as yours, its suffer- 
ings are not overlooked. The bit- 
ter cup is sweetened with many a 
gracious drop of refreshing cordial. 
If you be exposed to numerous 
wants, you are shut out from as 
numerous disappointments. If you 
be debarred from many of the plea- 
sures of life, you are also debarred 
from as many of its most harassing 
pains ; while ' the gospel is still 
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preached to you, and all the bles- 
sings of the heavenly inheritance 
are inviting you to lay hold of 
them. 

Here, at least, you are on an 
equality ; for religion is the dowry 
of the poor man quite as much as 
of the rich. In many respects it is 
even more so: for, take from the 
rich man his religion, and you still 
leave him a substitute in his wealth, 
and his honours, and his luxuries, 
and the gratification of his pursuits 
and his passions — a sorry and un- 
satisfactory substitute I allow, yet 
a substitute, such as it is. But take 
from the poor man his religion, and 
you beggar him altogether, and 
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I 

make him poor indeed. If there be 
any one place more than another 
in which the poor man may lay 
claim to look upwards, and to feel 
something of that dignity in which 
man was at first created ; if there 
be any one place rather than an- 
other, in which he may for a few 
moments drop all those distinctions 
of rank and station, which for the 
best and wisest purposes must exist 
in the present state of civil society 
— that place is the house of God ; 
it is within the hallowed walls of 
his temple, in his own immediate 
presence, when we meet together 
as children of a common parent, 
dependent upon a common Saviour, 
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humbled by a common sense of 
guilt, exposed to a common mor- 
tality, but actuated by a common 
hope of everlasting redemption and 
imiliortality. 

And would we follow the foot- 
steps of our blessed Lord, while on 
earth, into the scenes of his most 
unbosomed friendship and familia- 
rity, where are we to trace him? 
Not at the mansion of N\codemus, 
the ruler of the Jews, not at the 
table of the rich man Joseph of 
Arimathea ; though these were both 
his disciples: — but would we be- 
hold him in all the winning loveli- 
ness of private affection, we must 
accompany him to the house of 



OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS. 17t 

Simon the leper, of Matthew the 
publican, of Lazarus the villager, to 
the cottage of the pious couple for 
whom he converted the water into 
wine. And, amidst the tremendous 
famine that swept over the whole 
land of Samaria in the days of 
Ahab, while thousands were falling 
on every side, and the king of the 
country was himself hunting about 
for water to quench the thirst of his 
cattle, to whom was the prophet 
Elijah sent for support ? Was it to 
the house of Baal ? or to the palace 
of the reigning prince ? No : but 
it was to a poor, desolate, perishing 
widow, who with her only son was 
gathering sticks to dress the la^t 

16 
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supper which her exhausted barrel 
of meal and cruse of oil would af- 
ford, meaning then to lay her down 
and perish in the common calamity. 
When the prophet applied to her 
for assistance, did she refuse him ? 
Oh, no ! strong in faith, she at once 
consented; divided with him her 
scanty pittance, and threw her- 
self on the promise of the divine 
word. Oh, ponder this, ye children 
of want, at all times ! How extreme 
soever may be your distress, apply 
the sacred lesson to your own case. 
Exercise the same faith, throw 
yourselves on the same providence, 
and then, if there be any degree of 
truth in the book which contains 
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this interesting story —in that book 
which has " God for its author, 
salvation for its end, and truth 
without any mixture of error for its 
subject-matter," — you also shall have 
the same reward: "for this is the 

« 

victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." ^ 

® 1 John V. 4. 
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ODE I. 



ON 

THE FEAR OF DEATH, 

As opposed to the Recipe on the same Subject^ quoted^ 
with some animadversion, in the Christian Observer 
for November, 1823, from the Poems of Mr. 
Bowring. 

" Why should the grave be terrible ? 
Why should it be a word of fear, 
Jarring upon the mortal ear ?" * 

O, you may tell me, in its cell 
Repose, and peace, and silence dwell ; 
And many a gay flower blossoms near. 
And that the morn-beam lingers there, 

* The lines in inverted commas are taken literally 
from the Poem, except the closing passage. 
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And clustering dew-drops kiss the ground; 
And the night-bird's solemn sound 
A requiem chants to earth and air. 
O, you may tell me that the gale 
Fans, with his merry wing, the vale ; 
And hare-bells blue, in elfin-play, 
Hold o'er the turf a holiday. 

But are fancies such as these — 
Lullabies alone to please 
1 Infants on their nurses' knees — 
Fit to meet the sick man's room. 
When life is ebbing fast away. 
Sinks the pulse, and heaves the breath. 
And thickly crowd the dews of death ? 
Say, can they grapple with the gloom 
That gathers then o'er every face ; 
Or to the spirit whisper grace ? 
Then naked truths alone beholding—* 
The goading thought of time misspent. 
Of countless warnings vainly sent ; 
The last dread doom in pomp unfolding. 
The throne, the book, the throngs that meet 
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The judgment, for the mercy-seat^ 
The heart laid bare, and no retreat ; 
The pageantries of life all o'er. 
And heaven or hell alone in store. 

Can vain imaginings like these. 
Such impotent inanities, 
Then draw from death his sting, or brave 

The marshalled terrors of the grave ? 
Or can they soothe e'en those behind. 
Mother, or sire, or lovely wife. 
Or orphans o'er the sea of life. 
Now haply wrecked, and to the wind. 
The pitiless billows tossed and driven. 
Like tattered sea-wreck void of haven ? 

Or shall the dying man be told, 
In mazy riddle quaint and bold, 
That life and death, like day and night, 
But give and take alternate sway, 
And if, in death, we meet decay. 
Life, too, is ever on the flight ; 
That life is death in every breath. 
And death's chill strife the door of life ; 
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That soon shall ope this blissful door, 

When life's delusions shall no more 

Cheat the fond heart, ^ And then, O, then, 

Man shall live in bliss again ; , 

And^ in His glory shall inherit 

The prime of all his earthly spirit. 

And blend, no longer for an hour. 

Beauty and wisdom^ light and power ?'' 

Say, can such subtilties as these. 
Squared alone for those at ease. 
Put from the sick man's bed aside 
The conscience stirring deep within 
Of reckoning for a load of sin. 
Of the dread day, howe'er tlenied, 
Then staring and denied no more. 
When every idle word and thought 
Shall into rigid test be brought ? 
When God's avenging might shall prove 
His justice equal to his love ? 

§ 

His holiness, so mocked of yore> 
Shall vindicate, and draw the abyss 
'Twixt endless bane and endless bliss ; 
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And goad the guilty through the heart 
With that tremendous sound — depart? 

O, pause and think : — one only shield 
In that last hour can safety yield ; 
One only fount — for human woe 
It flows, and shall for ever flow. 
Can guilt's deep crimson turn to snow. 
One only name to man is given. 
One only door can lead to heaven. 
O, think !— eternity's at stake ; 
Think while thou mayst ; — awake, awake I 
One hour alone may yet be thine ; 
One only book, with light divine. 
Can guide thy steps ;— one only state, 
One only posture, that of prayer. 
With burning tears and broken heart, 
Can truly show thee what thou art ; 
What else must be thy doleful fate 
And what alone can quell despair. 

Yield then, and haply thou mayst hear 
A still, small whisper in thine ear. 
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^' I am the way, the truth, the life, 
The door, the fountain oped for sin. 
Repent^ believe, and learn of me. 
Then, verily, in death's dread strife 
My peace shall calm the storm within. 
My ransom plead a sovereign plea. 
And o'er the grave give victory." 



ODE II. 



TO . 

THE SILK-WORM. 

Unwearied artist! who when genial May 
Flings her young radiance o'er the bloomy 
soil, 

Break'st from the globule of thine egg so gray, 
Hailing the light, yet rising but to toil ; 

How does thy skill the pomp of pride endow ! 

From what low scenes does fashion draw 
her stores ! 
An oyster rears her lucid pearls^ and thou 

Her velvet spinnest from thy glossy pores. 

Offspring of alchemy, whose curious lip 
Quaffs liquid silk with every dainty sip^ 
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On what fresh verdure wilt thou joy to 
feed? 
Say, shall this hand the cool crisp lettuce 

plucky 
Or wilt thou nectar from the mulberry suck^ 
Thy favourite food, or make the oak-leaf 
bleed? 

O ! may no mildew curl the juicy leaf 
0*er which thou lov*8t to lead thy life so brief. 
Trailing thy spotted length from bud to 

bud; 
O ! may no frost's keen sting, no lightning's 

dark, 
Break tlie fine film that forms thy trembling 

heart, 
Nor torrents drown thee with their headlong 

flood. 

These are thy trials — infant of the sun ! 
Yet long they last not — soon thy web is spun, 
Thy toils are o*er ; — and soft, unmixed 
repose, 
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A tomb far lighter than the couch of kings^ 
Sleep^ sound as death, yet better life that 
brings. 
Soothe all thy labours, and reward thy woes. 

Emblem of grace to man, thy grave be peace ! 
He, like thyself, when once by rest re- 

new'd, 
Again shall wake and hail his high release : 
Transformed, sublim'd, with loftier powers 

endued. 
Shall drop the worm, on plumes of rapture 

rise. 
And wing his way triumphant through the 

skies. 



ODE III 



TO 

THE CHRISTMAS HOLLY. 

COMPOSED AFTBR SBEYIOE AT THE TEMPLE OHVRCH, 

DEC. 26, 1816. 

Given by the AoUknt, to hii little Grandson, a few dayi before 
hit deceaaci January Snd» ISSff. 

What dost thoa, ventrous Holly, here^ 
At this high season of the year ; 
From aisle to aisle, from pew to pew 
For wintry skies by tempests storm'd, 
Scatter*d, and mixt with solemn yew? — 
For heaths and houseless forests form'd, 
With thorny leaf, and berry red. 
Alive while all around is dead, 

What means thy pilgrim visit here ? 
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Holly, thou art welcome here ; 
Welcome now, and thro' the year. 
Thy sharp> and guarded trunk, to me> 
Pictures the cross of Calvary : 
Thy leaves, with thorns all bristled o'er. 
The crown of thorns my Saviour wore : 
Thy bleeding berries, stain'd with red, 
The precious blood for man he shed. — 
Holly, thou art welcome here. 

Welcome, welcome art thou seen. 

Quick with life, and crown'd with green, 
Victor o'er the dying year, 
Spuming nature's general bier. 

Emblem of His mighty strife. 

Who, instinct with victor-life. 

Burst the bands of Death and Hell, 
And bade the Foe his triumph swell. — 
. Holly, thou art welcome here. 
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